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| Let 4 man examine himſelf, and /o let | 


I homectel 


TO'THE 


READER 
Ao thoſe many. 


debates which orow 
200 warm between the ſe- 


wveral Parties in this Na- 
tion, to the preat ſcandal 
-- of Religion and the diſ- 
|. turbing of the Goveru- 
ment, and the unchriſtian ; 


deſpite and cenſure one of 


. another; I doubt not but: 


there are many ſerious 
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To the Reader. 
and ſober Chriſtians, who 
chooſe rather to retire in- 
to themſelves and. look.in- 


to.the ſtate of; their gn 
S. oulr, whilſ others make 
_ this reſtleſs noiſe abroad. 


And therefore I retom- 


mend this ſhort T reatiſe 
Z0 theſe, .to ſpend anfew 
bonrs in the reading 'and 
meditating upon it, whilſs 
_ others © waſt: their. time 
in Pamphlets aud Libels. 
I confeſs. 2s bave ſeve- 
ral Very. eminent pieces; 


written by the Learned; 
Ortho: 


| TotheReadet- 
| Orthodox and laborious 
 Doftours of our own 
6 burch, .concerning the 
fame ſubjeff that I here 
| - af to you : But I re- 
; member Solomon at the 
| building of jon Temple, 
| made uſe not only of ma- 
' terials which bis own. 
Country abounded in, but-- 
alſo fetched ſome from the - 
Kingdom ef yr. -* 


In. our Temporal con- 


cerns, though. OHr-- 09N . © 


j Nation: afford us. greas : 
ow for. the We Fries « 


Rn A.” abi 2 re 
p þ  Vou ory 


x .. 
tboſe of other Churches, | 


Fothe Reader: 
of Food and R aiinent,yed 
bow many thouſands. are 
employed in importatian 
of forreign- Commodities! 


| The convenitencies of our 


Souls are to-be regarded 


as well as thoſe of our 
"Bodies ; and though we 


gre,bleſſed be God, furnt- 


ſhed with theſe in out 


own Country, as fully as 
any Nation in the World, 


yet the mo#t learned. Do- 
 Gors cannot ſay but they 


gre much. beholden to 
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To the Reader; 
and that they bave taken 
| in much light from them ; 
| and therefore why mg 
| zo0t Chriſtians of other 
| Capacities recezve benefit 
| from the labours of thoſe 
| of another Church. T his 
| was my deſogn in tranſla- 
f ting thisT reatiſe into our 
native T ongue, and if 
any recerve advantage by 
|. #t, I bave what I inten- 
| ded.; however 1 have 
| aot boi my labour, for in 
+ this work I have the bet- 
zer dige5ted the pious me- 
cle... .  a_ 


 . Tothe Reader. 


ditations of the Author, 
#0 the-ſatisfaction of my. 


own mind, IT do not que- 


tion but that whoever 


reads it, will thank the 


Author for publiſhing this- 
Edition, and giving us 
that to our uſe, which you - 
fee in tbe Advertiſement - 
be purpoſed for his own.. 
Self- Examination is a- 
arffcult tash and a great - 
work, and ſuch as groue 


%s. good Rules for the-fa- 


eilitating it, and preven- 


ring: mitakgs , deſerve.” 
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 Tothe Reader, 
- very well from 6. 
The time when the 
Author wrote this was 


fe nce the ReformedC hurch 


in France: had ber perſe- 
cutions renewed apainst. 
ber, and in afflictzons 
Men are moſt thoughtful, 
ana make the ſirifteſt in- 
quiries into their own 
bearts; ſo that we may 
very _ believe that 
we have not only the 
learning and Por anc 
but alſo the freſh expe- 
rience of the Author de- 


hivered. 


 __Tothe Reader, 
livered to us in many of | 
bis Rules. TI -will ſay F 
no more but leave every ' 
Man to uſe it as be finas |, 
it, aud value it as it de- + 
| ſerver. | 
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An Advertiſement. 
He Author of this Tres 


. 1 tiſe, baving already for 


| ſome time compoſed it for bis 


i 


own particular uſe, and for the 


uſe of ſome other perſons who had 


defired it : Irhappned that ſome 
Printer ſurreptitionſly publiſhed 
a Copy of it, which was full of 
groſs faults without order, with- 
out diſtinftion, and which in dis 
vers places was not only without 


jo but alſo repreſented often 


. & falſe ſenſe, and contrary to 


that of the Author. This is 
that which obliged him himſelf 
to make this Edition, of which 


none but this ſecond ty-be bis. 


we et fog 5 
= . 8 
- x 


Advertiſement, 
the- publick-- is advertiſed that 
they might not take for his Work 
an Edition which ,is. dlmoſteve- 
ry where corrupt, which he 1s 0- 


bliged to, diſoun, acknowledging 
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EXAMINATION 
Mt Pratt 5 BS 

| MAN'S SELF 

Words 

[ - Order to prepare him 


FE? 1, POK/THE 
| 


Communion; | 


Lao me "= 


ce H A P. p 
__ the neceſſ; ity of- Vl Examination 


'$ God never oreſen tshim- 
-- ſelftothe Creatures eyes, 


with all the marks of his infinite 
£ B Maje- 


but when he is attended... 


Majeſty : The * nc EM alſo ought 


Never to appear before him with- 


-out being ſeized with a Religious 
fear, and without his utmoſt en- 
deavautrs of putting himfelf into 
- _ of r Uber and 05g 


YL of the We at ip the He that 


when the Lord. manifeſted him- 
ſelf firſt to Moſes, under the Image 
of a:bnroing Buſh;;: Moſes, forpri- 
fed and aſtoniſhed at this Object, 


would immediately have drawn - 


nears that he might more parti- 
cylarly have diſcpyered the mj- 
racle ; fs at the ſame inſtant he 
heard 4a voice, ſaying uato- him, 


"OTA Put. off thy ſhoes from thy 


feet, for the place whereon 


ebou Fandeſt is holy ground. 


God would ſtop that temera- 
rious and prxcipitant motion of 


Moſes, which would haye carried - 


him'to the Buſh ; becauſe where 


* mo of God is, Man can - 
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never uſe too much precaution, 


.. 5 nor a& with too much reſerved- 


neſs. And as to the command of 
pulling off his ſhoes, it is certain 
that under the figure of that cor- 


- poral ation, he commanded an 


interiour Sanaification -* For it 


' Was as if he had ordained him to 


deveſt himſelf of all that he had, 
that was mean and terreſtial, and 
to purifie himſelf of all his former 


Soils. 


We may fay with truth, that 
the Sacrament of the Holy Sup« 
per which Jeſus Chriſt hath eſta- 
bliſhed in his Church, hath ſome« 
thing more Venerable and more 
Sacred then the Buſh of Moſes. 
I confeſs that our Eyes diſcover 
nothing. that 1s either ſurprizing 
or miraculous. We regard not 
the matter, the Bread and the 
Wine, which are ordinary obje&s 
and things of ſmall value: But as 
mean and vile as the matter-is, 

"Ref B 2 we 


= preſent in this holy a&ion, with f 
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_ = and where the Eternal Father is 
= ſet with his Son in glory. — | u 


|  _ Examination, which every one | t 
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we muſt not doubt but God 1s 


all the luſtre of his' Grandeur and 
Majeſty, ſince it is a myſtery of 
his grace, and an authentick pledg 
of his Covenant with us, ſo that 
we muſt not approach it without 
a juſt and lawtul preparation. Put 
off then, miſerable ſinner, thy 
ſhoes from thy feet, quit thy Im- 
purities, ſanQifie thy Conſcience, ' 
Place thy ſelf in a condition of |} 
Humiliation and Piety ; - for the 
place where thou art, is not holy 
Earth, but an Auguſt -Heaven, 
the Throne of the Lamb-of God, 
before whom the Angels attend; | 
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Theſe holy preparationg chief= | © 
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ought. to make of himſelf, for on | fl 
that partly depend the motions, | it 
.and ſentiments of Picty, -of -Re- | h 
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pentance, of Confidence and De- 
votion, which ought to accompa- 
ry us when we approach the Ta- 
ble of our Lord ; but to judge the 
better of the neceſſity of this Ex-. 
amination, It is requiſite that we 
make a more” particular reflexion 


upon the greatneſs and impor- 
"tance of the action of the Com- 


munion ; for it is not an ord!- 
nary a&ion, or of little conſe- 
This Divine Sacrament 
is an- Abridgment of all that is 
more great and more admirable 
in Religion, a Temple which in- 
cloſes Nature, Grace and Glory, 
a Sanftuary where God and Men 
meet together, in Compariſon, 
in Oppoſition, and in Communi- 
on : to wit, in Compariſon of his 
Sovereign Majeſty with our No- 
thing; in Oppoſition of his Ju- 
ſtice with our - Perverſneſs ; and 
in Communion of his Love, and 
his Mercy, with our Faith and 
- B 3 our 


| [6] 
our Regeneration. He- is there 
as a Creator, as a Maſter, as a 
Law-glver, 1n all the Rights that 
his only Eternal Eſſence, and the 


firſt Cauſe of all things gives him - 


overus; and we are there in this 


myſtical Repaſt, to render. him | 
" the moſt profound, and moſt per- 


fect Homage of our dependance. 
He is there as a God who hath 
made the World, who preſerves 
it, who governs1t, and who hath 
given Laws to-Men, ſetting be- 


tore their Eyes on the one hand. 


the puniſhments of his wrath, 
and on the other the juſt adyan- 


tages of his bleſſing: And we are 


there to confeſs that all that we 
are, and all that we have is from 


him, that we are under a natu- 


ral and indiſpenſable obligation 
to obſerve his Laws, and that if 
we have violated them, our con- 


demnation is juſt. Again, he is ' 


- there asa Judge upon his Tribu- 


nal- 
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nal befet round' with all the pu- 
niſhments of - his vengeance ; a 
Judge which fees all,. who' exa- 


mins 'all,'who diſceffis'all, who... 


ſounds all hearts, and the moſt 


| ſecret motions of the Soul, and 
.. who-condemns crimes, whereſo- 


ever he finds them. And we 
are there as unhappy Criminals, 


whom 'the diſobedience of the 


firſt Man hath plunged, with all 
the reſt of Mankind into a gene- 
ral corruption, which makes us 


. ſhves of Satan, of Hell, and Death, 
and hath funk us into an Eternal. 


rutne. In fine, he 1s there as a 
God of Mercy and Peace, who ſee- 


ing us in this horrible miſery, 


hath laid a deſjgn to reſcue us out 
of it, by pardoning our fins and 


raiſing us to a hope of his King- 


dom. 


precious drauglit all the admira- 


ble ways which God hath made” 
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uſe of to ſave us, to wit, the Ein-: 


| baſſy.of Jeſus Chriſt, and- all his 


Oeconomy. 'This divine Saviour 
preſents. himſelf there, on the one: 


' fide inveſted-with- all'the glory; 
of his natural condition, and or 


the other ſide environed with all 
the 1gnaminies, and all the do-: 


lou rs of .hzs annihilation, {\meared; 


" and covered; With'his;'preciovs 
blood which he ſhed for us. There: 
all the maryels of his Incarnation 
meet together, all the fyfferings: 
of his Lite, | all the infirmities,. 
and all: the accidents which! ac- 


companied him upon. Earth; the 


_ cruel perſecutions of his Enemies, 
the fierce aſſaults the Devil offer-: 


ed him, his anguiſhes inthe Gar- 
den of Gethſemane, his Arreſt, his 
Condemnation ,, his Nakednels , 


his Croſs, his Crown of Thorns, | 


his Scarlet Robe, his Gaul, his 
Vinegar ; in a word, there 1s all 


_ «the ſad appearances of his bloody. 


Death. 
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Death. But theſe Obje&ts are 
not alone, they ſhew us others 
alſo; for we ſee there the entire 
and perfedt innocence of the per- 
ſon of our Redeemer, the infinite 


and ineſtimable price of his Sa- 


crifice, which alone hath been a- 
ble to render the Divinity favour- 
able to us; the. ardent Love, and 
immenſe Goodneſs, which made 
him ſo voluntarily expoſe his 
Life for our Salvation. We ſee 
there the Eternal glory which 
hath followed his abaſement, and 
which 1s the juſt Crown of his 
Combats ; his Reſurre&tion; his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, his ſit- 
ting at the Right-hand of God, 


' and the effuſion of his Holy Spi- 


rit which he made, and of his 


| Hght throughout the World. And 
as Jeſus Chriſt preſents himſelf 


to us in this action; under alk the 
reſpects of his Grace ; ſo: on our 


part we .ought to be there with 


B 5 alk 


ag © Hb 
all the ſentiments of Faith, of Gra- 
titude, of Contrition, of hope, of 
Zeal, which theſe great myſteries 
deſerve, if we would gather the 
fruits for which they are. appoin* 
ted : From hence we may eaſily 


know, that we are not to thruſt 
our ſelves lightly upon ſo impor- 


tant a Communion ; but on the 


contrary to prepare our ſelves by. 


a reflexion of our Souls upon 
themſelves, by an elevation of 
our thoughts above all theſe 
earthly things, and by a ſincere 


animadverſion upon our ſelves, 


to ſee if we are not entirely un- 
worthy to approach this Divine 
Table. 


_ This neceſſity appears alſo if 


we caſt. our Eyes upon the con- 


ſequences of a good and bad Com- 


munion. For it 1s true, if we re- 
ceive this heavenly Sacrament as 
we ought, we receive life and a 


peace 
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peace with God, joy and confo» | 


lation of Soul, and a right to the 
Eternal inheritance : But if on 
the contrary we pattake unwor- 
thily, this Holy Communion is a 
fire which conſumes our Bowels, 
we have 1n it a Death and Con- 
demnation aſlured to us. We 


| have then a great concern not 


to come without a juſt prepara- 
tion,. for fear that inſtead of ta- 


king a remedy, we take poyſon 


there, and leſt it ſhould haſten 
and aggravate our Judgment. 
This 1s the Reaſon why St. Paul 


. treating upon this ſubject in his. 


firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, per- 
ceiving himſelf poſſeſſed with a 


holy fear ſeeing the danger Com- 


municants expoſe themſelves to, 

ſaith; Let every one exa- 

mine himſelf, and fo tet © Er. It 

him eat of that Bread, 

and drink of that Cup; for he that 

eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
FN 0 Op | eateth: 
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himſelf. 


Beſides the neceflity of this 
Examination -will appear to you 


if you" conſider well, how difhi- 
cult a thing it .isfor.a Man 'to 
know himſelf well ; .and on the 
contrary,how eafie it is to deceive 
himſelt, and make too- favourable 


a_judgment of himſelf : Who 
knows not, how ſelf-loye.diſgui- - 


ſes, things, and that the natural 


| inclination which we have to e- 


ſteem our ſelves, makes us ſcarce 


ſee our faults, or ſee them fo falſe- 
ly as to call them. vertues. We 


have two Weights, and two Ba- 
lances,, the one for our own ſins, 


which we diminiſh as much as 


 Poſlible, extenuating- and excu- 


ſing them, and reducing them al- 
molt. to; nothing, and- the other 
for our good qualities, which we 
exaggerate .in the joy of our 


hearts, exalting them to our 


An - as Eyes 
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 eateth and drinketh damnation to | 
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1 Eyes in a thouſand rich colours, 
and magnifying them - infinitely 
{ beyond- their natural Idea. It 
; concerns us . then extreamly to 


| make a ſerious Examination of 


{ our ſelves, that we may. not fall 
! into theſe illuſions which are fo 
1 ordinary to all Men.. 

1 T confeſs that if to know our 


ſelves well, we need no more but. 
] to. compare our ſelves with de- 
| bauched men, who make an open 


} profeſſion of fin, and which pals 


| their lives in wickedneſs, and-un- : 
; cleanneſs ;_ it would: be 'then no. 
| great difficulty, every one need 
|. no more but: to. caſt his Eyes up- 
on his own conduct, and at the 
firſt ſight the difference would. 
| appear, - But the Phariſee made / 
- | his account. in this manner. O-: 


God,faith he,7 thank thee 
that T am not as other Luk 18. 
men are, #0 extortioner, 


Pprefor, + wor un uf perſon, no als. | 
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2 
er, nor even as:this Publican. Te- 
ſus Chriſt ſays, he went _ not a- 


' way to his houſe Juſtified : If it 


were no more but to compare 
our {elves with Hypocrites and 


Impoſtors, -which conceal Vices, 


and Infamies under the appearan- 
ces of Sandtity, Every one might 
eaſily diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
ſuch people : but it is certain that 
that 1s not ſufficient to judge the 
verity and folidity of a Chriſtian 
Regeneration by. We muſt do 


. more, we muſt diſtinguiſh our 


vertue from a ſimple moral ho- 
nefty, whictythe Temperature,the 


Education, Age, and the ſtudy of . 
_ Philoſophy may give. * We muſt 
. diſtinguiſh it-fyom a civit vertue, 
© Which humane Laws, the prin- 

' ciples of Society, the example of 


the wiſeſt Men, Experience,Office 


| - C and dignities may produce. We 
- muſt diſtinguiſh it from a vain, 


but ſpecious” Image of Sanity, 


2 / & wh 
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which Superſtition, and falfe Re- 
ligions may inſpire. In fine, we 
muſt diſtinguiſh it from all thoſe 
baſtard, and imperfect acts of Pie- 
ty and Sanctity,, which may pro- 
ceed from the firſt diſpoſitions of 
grace, and more particularly from 
that ſort of temporary and fra- 
cile faith, which Jeſus Chriſt 
ſpake of in one of his Parables; 
for in his noting the different 
orders of thoſe which hear the 
Goſpel, he ſaith, That ſome recetve 
the word with joy ; but | 
| having no root in them. Mak gs. , 

ſelves, endure but for a .  <\ 
Seaſon ; but when oppreſſion aud per- 
ſecution cometh for the Goſpels ſake, 
by and by they are offended. But 
a ſincere and faving Regenerati- 
on goeth much further. Never- 
theleſs as theſe natural Characters, 
are quick and ſenſible, it will not 
be difficult to diſcern them from 
thoſe falſe and deceitful imitati- 
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ons, if we could have them pure, 
and without any mixture of cor- 
ruption; but alas experience tea- 
cheth us but too well, that what- 
ever progreſs we have made in 
holineſs, the fleſh ſtill Combats 
againſt the ſpirit. There are re- 
mains of fin ever withtn us which 
embroile the eſtate of our Con- 
ſcience, and this ts that which 
makes this diſcernment ſo hard ; 
yet it 1s not impoſltble ; elſe St. 

Paul would not have 
2 Cor. 13 aid, Prove your ſetves, to 

©." Row whether Jeſus Chriſt 
be in you. Being then neither 
eafie nor impoſſible, and alſo of 
ſo great an importance to us, it 
1s_our duty .to apply our ſelves 
to it with care, and above all not 
to neglect it upon an occaſion 
where it is fo abſolutely necel- 
fary, as it is in the Holy Sacra- 
ment. _ os | 


VE 1 


[17] 
In times paſt God would have 
the /ſrael/ztes purifie themſelves 
exactly, before they did eat the 
Paſlover, therefore you ſhall find 
in the ſecond of the Chronicles, 
that many of the people had time 
to- purific themſelves according 
to the Ordinance - of. the Law; 
and having not forborn to eat 
the Paſſover, Zezekiah made a 
Prayer for them in thefe words; 
The good Lord pardon e- 
very one #hat -prepareth » Chron, 
his heart to ſeek God, the 3%: 18419 
Lord God of his Fathers 
though he be not cleanſed according 
to the purification of the Sanftug- 
ry. It God required ſo great a 
preparation for the Celebration 
of the old Paſſover, how -much 
more may he require from us, 


When we go about to partake 


of his Sacrament. This prepara- 
tion 1s neceſlary in all the partt- 
cular acts of Religion, but chick 

; ly 
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ly in this, ſince, as we have ſaid, 
It 1s. a-general a&t which. com- 
prehends' all the holyeſt parts of 
Religion, and 1n which-all the 
Gates of a Man's Conſcience 
ought to be opened to the Eyes 
of God, as the Treaſures of God 


_ are opened therein to the Eyes of 
Men. Profs 5.f F' 
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The frſt Rukte to make this Exa- | 


- mination well by. To take a 
_ Frue account of our ow Ss. 


F you demand in what man- 
I ner we ought to proceed in 
this Examination, I anſwer in ge- 
neral that we muſt proceed ho- 
lily, .as before the Eyes of - our 
Creator which ſees us; ſincerely 
and with a good faith, as ating 


the 


4 
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"1 004 
the greateſt concern that we 
have; diligently and ſcrupulouſ- 
ly, as being the moſt dangerous 
| thing in the World to be decel- 
1 vedin: In fine, you muſt pro- 
ceed in an uninterrupted and con- 
ſtant manner, being an action . 
that muſt not be left imperte. 
T ſhall therefore endeavour to ſet 
down in this treatiſe, ſome Rules 
| to acquit this duty well, and the 
| firſt T propoſe ſhall be this. 
' We muſt Examine our ſelves 
of our peculiar ſins, I fay of our 
peculiar ſins, for as I faid before, 
whilſt we are here on Earth, we 
do not p8oſleſs a perfe&t Holy- 
| neſs, nor a Righteouſneſs free 
| from Spots ; we ſhall not attain. 
that glory till we are in Hea- 
ven : Nevertheleſs there is a great 
difterence betwixt the manner of 
a righteous Man's ſinning, and 
the manner of a wicked Man's. 
A pious Man may not only fall 
; into 
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into fin, but alſo into very groſs 
fins, which may ſtagger the ſtate 
of the Conſcience, and grieve the 


Holy. Spirit; to: make uſe of the 


Scripture Phraſe: Yet betwixt 


him and a wicked Man, in my 
opinion, there are four. notorious. 


differences. .. ' 01 


: The firſt'is, That a wicked Man 
falls; or: may fall into the ſdme- 
Excefſes very often, by reaſon 


that he-fins either by habit, or in- 
clination : But a good Man can- 


not-fall bften into the ſame enor- 


mous fault , becauſe a habit or 


criminal inclination cannot be - 


ſtrongly rooted in his heart,.be- 
ing a thing abſolutely incompa- 
tible with a true Faith, and true 
Regeneration : when then we ſee 
a Man by the return of the ſame 
obje&s, and the ſame occaſion, 


commit the ſame crimes, it is an. 
evident ſign that he is not in the 
number of true believers. A true. 


Chriſti- 
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- intention of correcting 
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Chriſtian may be ſurprized once - 
or twice ; but the: horror which 


he hath for his fault after he hath 
committed it, and the precauti- 


ons that he afterwards takes a- 
gainſt his own infirmity, can 
hardly ſuffer him to fall back un- 
to the ſame ſins. Grace is repre- 

ſented to us in the Scripture un 


- der the figure of a War, and a- 


mongſt many reaſons which be 
given for it, this appears to me 
the moſt proper ; to wit, that in 
Grace as in a War, they endea- 
vour principally to fortifie thoſe 
places, which experience hath no- 
ted to be the weakeſt and the 


moſt dangerous ; they guard 


themſelves againſt the attacks of 
the Enemy, and uſe ſuch care and 
induſtry, that at laſt they become 
impregnable. Every Man may 
fall, but if he be in a perpetual 
himſelf, 
as a true Chriſtian ought to be, 
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MN | 
tis almoſt impoſſible for him to 
commit the ſame great offences 
often. 

The ſecond Sire conſiſts 
in that a wicked Man ſeldom feels 
any remorſes or inward conflicts 
at the inſtant he fins; or if he 
feel any, they come from confi- 
derations of moral honeſty, and a 
certain natural confuſion, which 
almoſt all Men have i 1n the com- 
mitting evil ations. Though to 
ſpeak truth, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, this very ſentiment is but: 


very weak 1n an unregenerate 
Man, at the inſtant of his fin- 


Ning]; becauſe he is either dazled 
_ or conquered by the Idea of his 


Joy, or intereſt, whych he receives 
1n the action : yet it may happen 


| that his bare moral honeſty.may 


give him ſome ſecret remonfes. 
But a __ Man, by which I 
mean agood Chriſtian ;-a Man 


truly 
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I Jeſus Qhriſt, that-Man, I fay, ſhall 
7 never fall intoa groſs fin, but at 
* the fame inſtant he ſhall feel pun- 
; gent dolours in his Soul, ſtrifes 
| and regrets, which proceed not 
/ only from impreſſions of honeſty, 
} and that- natural modeſty, which 
{ I hinted before, but from the | 
1 ſence of his offending God, and YJ;: 
1 the breach he hath made' in his 
1 own hopes of Salvation ; how- 
ever impetuous the motion. of 
] his paſſion is, or however violent 
. } or tranſported it may be, if he 
| bath truly received the principles 
| of Piety into his heart, or if you 
{ will allow me to fay fo, if he hath 
| received. the Seal of grace from '' 
| above; it is not poſſible but his at 
| { Heart ſhoulY make ſome refiſt- iÞ 
- { ance, however thick and black CS || 
{ the cloud of fleſh and blood is, 
which then covers his Soul .: Tt | 
is not poſſible but he ſhould ſee : #8 
the Image of his God _— C 
| | tans 
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this vail, which he ſo much de- ; 


Faces by his ingratitude. T- ac- 
knowledge that this cloud of fleſh 
and blood darkens commonly 
theſe impreſſions of God ., and 


takes from them: the ' principal 
part of their ſtrength and effica- ! . 
cy ; for if 'it were not fo, they: 
would not have fallen into the | 
fin: Butl fay again, that it can- }. 


not ſo-cover it., but that there {1 


remains ever ſome ſentiments in 5 ;© 


the bottom of the Soul., from {+9 


whence pR_ thoſe ſecret | v 

idden remorſes, |] -- 
which -ſo aſtonifh and terrifie a I -. 
Man. in the midſt of the very joy | 


pangs, and thoſe 


of Ins fin. 32 | © 


\ The third difference is, That | : 1 


tions toward Repentance: after 
he hath comfnitted his ſin; and 
this happens more eſpecially'yhen 
21h] =p his 


/ 


- an evil Man, that is a'Man of the | 1c 
World, whom God hath not re- |. 
generated, feels but very few mo- 


23). = 
] ths Crime; bath: had a Happy ſuc- 
! ces; 1 mean:when he bath'cither 
[RN ſome great” joy, or ſome | 
} . great profit, or that he hath at- , 
3 rained} ſome-great honour, and * 
] ſom .external glory amongſt 
| . Men + the; ſucceſles. of which 10 
- ; - flatter his;ambition; avarice, or 
 voluptuouſneſs, . .comply- 
1. 10g; with felt-love, : permits. him 
7 _{earce -t0, hearken, to: the voice 
7. af.Conſcience,. os the complaints 
|: of Vertue; which: he; hath ſo un- 
, worthily abandoned. . It is quite 
otherwiſe with ., a Regenerate 
_ when; he- falls into theſe 
| forts of,- ſins by the ſurprize- of 
|-his Senſes, and by the allaults of 
|. his paſſions, he cannot - wallow 
| long in'#; he, will riſe again by 
| Repentance. ;\ Whatever happy 
ſuceels jhe. bath had in-his. fins, it 
; 15-not poſhble/] but the Idea-of his 
God, and of Chriſt Jeſus his Sa- 
/ VIOUL, wall repreſent 1 it ſelf to _— 
an 


bg LW _ 
: and make him' return from_his 4 , 
| wanderings. /' And''as when we ? f 
L | are amongſt ſtrangers who court * 
=—_ .and careſs us, we may eaſily per- : ; 
2B ceive-in thoſe moments of ſweet- | , 
2 ns -neſs,that the remembrance of our | x 
Ei dear Country 'and' Family Gimi- ! 
| | 'niſkes, But ,when our: ſpirit is 
SD no longer thus .prepoſleſſed, and |; 
© | we come to our ſelves, it is impol- ; 
"Mi  _ #Hible but the love of our Coun: ? 
| trey, and -of our 'dear Family, * 
FL ſhould again lay hold of us, and * 
at powerfully upon our hearts ! 
to oblige us to return to it: In; 
 thelike manner'it is eafie to ap- ' 
prehend;that 'in the exceſs of our / 
paſſions; and all the time whilſt 1 
the inchantment of ſin lafts, the z 
remembrance of our duty to God, } } 
and to"Jeſus Chrift-his Son, ſut- j 
'fer ſome Eclipſe : But when-the | 
force of the charm 'is ceafed, and} a 
- we come into cold blood, we 'x] 
muſt neceſſarily recal the memo-{ þ 
_- | ry 
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ry of our firſt ſtate; and then the 
| Gi of God juſtly incenſed re- 
| preſents it ſelf to us, and creates 
' 2? 1n our hearts ſenſible and violent 
' | regrets. Happy ſucceſſes can then 
' ; haveno moreetieCt upon us; for 
ſelt-love is not that which Reigns 
in the Soul of a faithful Chriſti- 
|; an; but the love of God poſlei- 

! fes the firſt place; and though it 
- }. Hath been rudely aſſaulted by the 
» * fury of that party which they 
17 call the appetite, and that it hath 
S 4 been as it were- conſtrained to 
1} yield to the torrent, ylt hath not 


yet wholly loſt its Hank nor 4ts 


r | force;#rFrom hence proceed thoſe 
bitter diſpleaſures , thoſe ſighs, 


1..heart, thoſe ardent Groans, which 


fallf We have an eminent Ex- 
ample in the perſon of Divid in 
ef the One and Fiftieth P/alm,where 
he expreſſes all the lines ofa lively 


C 2 : and 


| thoſe Tears, thoſe Contritions of 


we ſee in the faithful after their 


748] ; 


and deep Repentance;Zave mercy | 

upow me, O God, after ®t 
_ thy great goodneſs : ace 
cording to the multitude of thy \ 
mercies do away mine offences. 4 
Waſh me throunhly from my wicked- * 
neſs, and cleanſe me from my fin; * 
for I acknowledge-my fault, and my 
ſin 1s ever before me. Againſt thee | 
only have T1 linned, and done this \; ; 
evil in thy fight ; caſt me not away 
from thy preſence, and take not thy - 


Plal. oT. 


tToly Spirit from me. 


The Fourth difference is,That | : 


2 Man muao is not Regenerated 3 
wr, ; I © * . < 
 may.fall, and fall many times in - 


to ſins of the fame kind; but al- | .. 


oat the ſame, time commit ma- } 
ny ſins of a different kind; Adul- || 
tery, Treaſon, . Calumny, Inju- } 
ſtice: For provided that theſe } 
fins accommodate themſelves to | 


his ſel-love, and that they de- 


light him in divers reſpects, 


it will not be difficult for him 


£cO | 
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$ to go thorough with them at the 
* fame time. But it is not ſo with 
; a good Chriſtian ; he may in- 


| deed, by the ſurprizal of ſore 


great object, ſuffer himſelf to be: 


2 blinded, and commit a great ſin : 
{ yet hgis not capable of commit- 
5 tiovg at the ſime time many fins 
3 of a different kind, nor to fall 
{ into a general relinquiſhment of 


9 with many wounds, cannot but 
| be in a mortal ſtate, although e- 
{ very wound in particular be not 
1 mortal ; ſo a Regeneration which 
1 3s ſet upon in divers, places, and 
1 combatted by many different ſins, 
| certainly knows not how to ſub- 
! fiſt, alrhough any one of thoſe 
{ ſins in particular be not altoge- 
| ther incompatible with a ſtate of 
Regeneration ; I might fay alſo; 
that ir doth not utterly deface 
and deſtroy- it. This is the firſt 
Rule that we give for the Exami- 
C3 nat1- 
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3 Sanctity. For as a Body pierced 
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L | nation of our ſelves; to wit, That 


'Wil a Man make reflexion upon his 


L. | own paſt ſins, and that he judge 
TH himſelf by theſe four differences, 
i | - Which we have here remarked. 
SW For it is certain that if he find 
| [ himſelf engaged in a habitude of 


vices, which make him often fall 
1 into the ſme offences; if in the 
| moment that he fins, he perceives ; 
in himſelf no reſiſtance; or more- | 
: { over, if he perceives not but the } 
reſiſtances come from moral and {| 
humane honeſty, without the I- } 
dea of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt | 
his Redeemer, and of his own Sal- i 
vation, having any part in them ; | 
i he- doth not quickly recover | 
himſelf by a lively and true Re- } 
pentance,accompanied with ſharp | 
remorſes; if he find. himſelf enga- | 


ged in miny ſins of divers forts; 
this 1s a certain mark that the cor- 
ruptions of nature reign altoge- 
ther in him, and that he is not 
| truly 
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{ truly in.the Communion of Jeſus: 
3 Chriſt: Theſe things: are not 
' found in a heart which the Holy 


; he hath given the Image of Righ-- 
4 teouſneſs. But if in this Exami- 
; nation which he ſhall make, he | 
7 find it altogether otherwiſe, if the 
{ ſins that he hath committed-are | 


| rather aQs of weakneſs, and fur- 
7 prize, then: effets of an old- ha-- 
7 bit; if in the committing of them 
| he perceives combates ingþis heart 
} on the--part of Grace, and-by. the 
1 principles of Piety; if the victory 
| of the fleſh laſts not 16ng; but 
| gives place to a, ſincere Repen- 
! tance; if to the meaſure that ;his 
| infirmities have prevailed in .one 
point,the other parts of Piety and 
Sanity have preſerved them- 

felves ; we may reaſonably con- 


vain, and chymerical, but he may 
draw from thence motives of con- 
C 4 ſola-. 


clude that his Regeneration is nor. | 


hd 


 in''theſe ewo- points; to abſtain | tr 
- from evil;zand to; do good; or' as | 


And upon' «this ſubject we may 


(em ; 
ſolation and hope, and be perſiva- | 'S | 
ded that God loves him; and that. ? fr 
he will not abandon him, * 
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7, be facond Rule for thi Eranings” I 
tion, to take a true accomnt A hg 
own v VIP | = 1 

14 a 1. 

OR then 4 in ley ſecond place; |: 

': that-to diſcharge a'Man's ſelf | ,, 
> of this'duty, he muſt TY ; 
mine. his'own probity., which Þ} .. 
conſiſts: as :alf the World knows 


the Scripture: ſpeaks; To be dead | 
unto fin, andalive unto righteouſneſs. | v 


\ alnoſt ſee,” methinks, ' the Cha. | b 
raters of a Man truly Regene-' | k 
rate. T tl 
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7 from ſin, and does good works, 


; 0 not by any inclination, which his 


* natural temper gives him, nor 


$4 the force of fome habitudes 


; which he hath long contraQed, 
| nor by humane conſiderations ta- 
| ken from his own intereſt, and 


# his own honour, nor by the force 
{- of his reaſon which tells him that- 


] evil is evil, and good is good; but 
} by the conſiderations of the fear 
; of God, and out of a deſire to 0= 


| bey, and pleaſe him. This Cha- 
4 racer is worthy of great conſide- 


| ration, for it is that which diſtin=- 
guiſhes a Moral, Civil Vertue; 


{ from Chriſtian Vertue. We can 
{ not. deny but there - hath been, 
{ and that there are yet to this day 
almoſt an infinite number of Men 
which belong not to Jeſus Chriſt, 
| and in the bottom have no true 
Regeneration; who yet ſuffer not 
themſelves, but to live very mo* 
- © « 


The firſt is when he abſtains 


4 ally. R 


rally. How many people were /! 
there in the thick darkneſs-of Pa- ? 
ganiſm, whoſe manners, if we. ! 
well conſider them, would. make * 
us aſhamed, if they were compa- / 
red with ours ?: How many alſo * 
are there,in our Apge,. amonglt : 


thoſe that we call- Men of the © 


World., who live - and. behave j 
themſelves in a very honeſt man- } 
ner, who are courteous, juſt, ac- | 
ceſlible; who wrong no Body, but | 
on the contrary ſeek occaſions to | 
eblige 2 But it is certain that all | 
the Vertue of this people, how | 
fair ſoever it-appears in the Eyes} 
of Men, is nothing elſe but a falſe | 
Image, . becauſe it proceeds not | 
from any good principles : They | 
kave a. horror of Injuſtice, Vio- | 
lence, Theft, Adultery, and other | 
Crimes of that nature, becauſe 
their temper will not bear it ; o-- 
thers have corrected their temper 
' by a_more: regular. Education; 
ET £ ' others. 


A 
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[35] 
others:abſtain from them, becauſe: 
that the: ſimple light of Reaſon, 
or that of Philoſophical Wiſdom 
makes them ſee, that there is a 
diforder-,and -indignity' in theſe 
fort of a&ions.; leſs. honeſt means » 
do eſtrange others from theſe vi- - 
ces, becauſe that their intereſt, or | 
q their. love of vain-glory, reſiſts - 
Ci them; - But there. is none: who Wi 


Pl 
abſtains upon that true.and' efſens + if 
tial reaſon which -onght* to 're-+ IH 
ſtrain us, which is, that theſe'fins 01/8 


are an abomination to God, and : 
that thoſe who commiit them can -. 
never be agreeable to. him.z 07 
_ + E-fay: the ſame:tthing of good+ wy 
works : The people of this World - - 81 
who have no part in Regenera- il 
tion, may yet do the: faine kind. 

in-appearance, as thoſe bf 'pood . 
Chriſtians ;:they may pardog in--- 
juries, conſole. the- ined, ſuc- - 
cour the opprefled; give: Alms to 

| the poor; they may be Chat, _— 2” 
| od! EF g- + 


_ [36] 
ber, Juſt, Vigitant, Gracious,:int 
_ thatimanner, that if, we judge ac-- 
cording toi.outward appearance, 
we cannot make.:any. difference - 
between them arid: the: trueChil-:- 
dren of God-:'. So that it concerns: | 
us: very. much to-know that a true: |} 
Chriſtian forbears not.evilthings, 
nor performs -good : works, by: : 
Y , theſe principles only which I have 
Yj mentioned;, or; :any : others hike+ 
| them: : But out of a defire to do 
39% the will of God, :and:'to procure: 
Fj - his bleſſing upon us; and 'to.eſcape- 
I his.wrath.. -'It imports-uSthenito; 
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» 8 know that this is:the-only thing 
| inwhick. theiSovl-of true vertue 
= cofſiſts, -which: muſt be an-obe-: 
| - dience. notiſuimply to' the Law of- 
Nature; but-to the- Law of the 
Lordof Nature, an obedience not- 
Fil out of Conſtraint;-but: of:Love, 
Lj - not*{ſimply to pleaſe our ſelves,. 
| and to have nothing to reproach. 
our ſelves with,but to pleaſe Goh 
—_ | and. 
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{ andito glorifie /him-as much as it 
; 1s-poſlible for us. 'This theScrip- 
q ture teacheth us, when it calls. 
holineſs'and good works a-ſervice 
q which we render unto God. Let 
1 uw have grace ( faith the 
{ Apoſtk ) by which we Heb. 12; 
may ſerve God, That ** 
we may. ſerve him in FI I nt F 
righteouſneſs and holineſs 9758 0 
all: the days of. our life, i 
faith - Zacharzas-:- When it calls | WIT 
them a. life to God ; 7e are dead, Wi 
ſaith the Apoſtle, wnto _ it 
(rn,"but. alive unto God, ROM Ge | Eo 
through Feſus Chriſt : A pb | 
rvitide to-God; Fe are made free + | 
(faith the fame Apoſtle ) ) fromfiu; 8 
and become ſervants unto God : A.- 
ſacrifice to God; 7 Zeſeech you 
the. mercies of God that. | 
you preſent your. Body a Roms 12; / 
ling ſacrifice, holy, ac= 
ceptable to God, which is fs your reas.- 
Rs ſervice, —_ TY 
EE We 
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evil, and doing good; . whatever W. 
_ temptations - he hath reſiſted , 


nother way, as we cannot doubt, . 


_ 8T: 4 
- We muſt then ſound our ſelves. i * 
upon this-.point, and endeayour ' Þ 


_ to penetrate our hearts ſufficient- || * 
ly, to try if we can diſcover that q J* 
motive,which is 1nſeparable from - | f 


true ſanCtification.: Forif we per- | 
ceive-that the thoughts of God | 
-enters into the good that we do, | 
and that it 1s. this principally. 
which turns us away from evil, . 
and which puts us upon good. | 
works; this is a.certain mark of. 
the truth of our Faith: But-on. 
the contrary, if we find not theſe ſe 
motiyes,. the indication muſt. be. | P! 
very MIL... [fu nod Dd 185 bears: 

*The ſecond-Charater is,” That-| *f 


_ a:g00d Man, what ever ſtruglings | && 


he hath had in refraining from lo 


which would have:carried him a-: pl 


but that he will have ſuch very yo 
often ; Fart after having obtai- || 
np} a __ ned] 


& 


[ 39] 


| ned a victory over himfelf, he 
A percelves a great joy that he hath 
4 taken the good part, and that this 
4 joy fails not to have its reſpe&t 
#' to God, and. to be grounded upon 
{| this, that he hath eſcaped theſe 
|| dangerous occaſions of ſinning a» 

| gainſt him, or that he hath done 
| things that may be agreeable to 


him.-- Itisotherwiſe with a Man 
who is not-in a ſtate of Regene- 
ration, when he refrains fron 
evil or doth good; he finds. in him- 


ſelf motives conformable to the. 


principles by which he is led ; if 
he hath followed his temper, or 
the force of an habitude, he per- 


ceives neither joy- nor grief, he- 


looks: upon what he hath done 


with a kind of indifference : if he 
hath been aCtuated by a princi- - 
ple of hypocriſie, or intereſt,.. or | 
ambition, or vain-glory, and that 
the ſucceſs. hath anſwered to his-. 
. |. deſign, the joy. which . he hath - 

| LEES 
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> is wholly of the ſame nature with 


his paſſion, that 1s to ſay, world- 


ly, carnal, earthlyz and ſuch as. 
God hath no part in: If he hath- 4 
ated only out of fear of puniſh- 
\ ment, he hath indeed'a joy that 


ke hath not drawn miſchief upon 


himſelf, but he hath at the ſame 


done 


time a regret for not hav 
that which he DI 
not reſtrained him. . However 
there is no unregenerated Man 


who is ſenſible of that ſweet and' 


inward joy which is grounded 


upon having done ones duty to- 


wards God, and being aſſured of 
his approbation. There are none 
but the faithful who are ca able 
of this ; ty as they,never Þ il to 
have a ſenſe of i it, elpecially when 


_ they have had the pain of over- 


coming themſelves, and reſiſting 
che- power of temptation 7, ** this 
Character feems one. of the moſt 
fire” and infallible, and owght 


Nor. 


Ln 


ar had 
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3 not to be lightly paſſed over. 

We. muſt not alſo neglet a 

} third difference, which diſtingui- 

4 ſhes the faithful from the unrege- 

7 nerate; to wit, That the life of 

7 theſe laſt;never conſiſts of an uni- 

{ verfal Righteouſneſs. You may 

4 find in them certain fins, and cer- 
tain moral vertues :' But in the | 

5 fame meaſure that you ſee them I. 

4 exempt from one, two, three, or | 
four vices, if you: examine well vi 

5 You will find them entangled in t; 

I many others ; and in the fame 2 

9 meaſure that you find them ſhine \Þ 

$10 ſome good works of one kind, bl | 

you' will ſee them fail in many 0- 

{thers. The reaſda of this is, that 

I when a Man is not regenerated 

by the power of grace, he can ne- 

J ver forbear ſin, nor do good but - 

Jby particular principles, which * 

Jnever extend to All forts. of ſins, 
nor to all forts of vertue : For 

Ecxample; The force of Conſtituti- 


* 


& 


[42 1- = 
on may reſtrain a Man from thie- 
very, or drunkenneſs, or from 
rage and tranſports. of. paſſion ; 
it may . carry him to. courteouſ- 
neſs, to chaſtity, and ſobriety : - 
tereſt and vain-glory may inter- 
_ dict him ſuch or ſuch evil ations, 
and command ſuch or ſuch good 
: ones. But neither natural Tem- 

_ per, nor Intere 
nor Education, 
_ Precepts of Philoſophy, nor any 


ſych like principles can ever be |}. 


able to draw a Man from All ſorts 


of vices, and inſpire him with All | 
forts of vertues. There is no- | 
thing but heavenly grace, and 1 
the - Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 4 
which can effect this ; theſe only # 
change a "Man with a general | 
change, theſe only transform him | 
and make him a new Creature. | 
This is the reaſon why the Men | 

of this World may have g ſhadow, | 


and image of ſome particular vir- 
Ri | rue, 


\ 
S * 


b nor Ambition, | 
r Example, nor }. 


4 [43] 'i' 
] tue, but they cannot have ſo | 
7 much as an appearance of an uni- 
+ verſal Righteouſneſs. | 

* Tr is otherwiſe with the truly 
7 faithful, The fear. of God,and his 
4 love, the defire of obeying, and 
2 ſerving, and pleaſing him, are 
F principles which regenerate the 
Z whole heart, and baniſh from it 


# all forts of fins; which eſtabliſh 


} 

J. there a righteouſneſs, and holineſs ba 

| in All reſpe&s. I confeſs, there _ 
{remains {till nuch imperfection; 4 
| for Who can. ſay, 1 lave _T , +" 
| made my heartclean, Tam IV 2%. -*Þ" 
| pure from my fm But | vi | 
7 this is becauſe that the holineſs Nh 
. 4 being ſpread throughout, the im- ith 


xerfection of the ſame alſo is 
pread throughout; and: not that 
holineſs poſſeſſes one place, and 
iniquity another. . It 1s not as in # 
our natural day, 'where the light 
and the darkneſs are ſeparate ; 
but it is as in the morning, when 
_- though 
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[ad] 
though the Jight'is prxdominant, 
yet 1t 15 mingled with darknefs. 
This is a holineſs which 1s com- 
pleat: and entire, ,in regard of its 
parts; all the vertues which ought 
to compole it are there, and il 


- the vices which deſtroy it are cha- 


kd away : But yet all the ver- 
tues are infirm and lJanguiſhing, 
and all the vices are not utterly 


rooted out. That hinders not. | * 
nevertheleſs, but that it is true, } 


that a —_ Regeneration 
g1ves an univel 
go0d, and a general averſion to 


all evil; yet this inclination, and ' 


this averſion are not in the high- 
eſt degree of their perſction. *It 
is almoſt with the new Man 1n 


_ grace, as it is with a young Child 


in nature, he hath all eſlential 


parts which ought to compoſe _ 
him, a Body, and a Soul; a Body 
furniſhed. with all its different 


Organs, both- inward and out- 


| 


2 
—_ 
P 
% 


ral inclination to- 
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; ward, a'Soul endued with all its 
| faculties; but yet all this but weak, 


2 at.the age of Manhood, 


7 tion of our ſelves, we muſt con- 
27 ſiges upon this point, and ſee if 
1} we find in our ſelves, this univer- 
| fal righteouſneſs. This general 
# inclination to all forts of good 
.F works, and this averſion, to all 
# ſorts of vices. For if in the 


Y courſe of our life we diſcover ſome. 


habitudes of evil, ſo that our vi- 
ces and our vertyes go: together, 
and make two Equal lines, this is 
2 certain. mark, that there is no 
{ true Regeneration in us. 

A fourth Character of this true 
4 Regeneration 1s humility in the 
j .praCtice of vertue, and in the for- 
J faking of vice. Indeed. a: Man 


Who is not regenerate; but by 


{ force of ſome of thoſe principles, 


which we have already noted, . 


lves 


4 and far ſhort of what it will be 


To make then a juſt Examina- : 


ax20wn Drag. 
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become conceited and proud, out 
-of a ſenſe of his honeſty. For & 
this is ſelf-love, and not the fear 


or love of God, which reigns in his heart; 

and by neceffary eonſequence,all } 
the - good that is ſeen in hem # 
muſt relate to his own glory, and j 
oth it upon the account |: 
-of; elteem ; or as the .Prophet i? 
ſpeaks, that he - offers Zncenſe to || 
his awn Net, and Sacrifices to hx | 
But on the contrary, y 
' as it is the Love of God that} 
" reigns in the heart of the faithful, 
he regards that always | 
as. his laſt end, or as his principal } 
object; it 15 impoſſible but all that | 
he ſees good mm himſelf ſhould re-| 
dound to the glory of God, and! 


that 


and 


that he ſhould - eſteem himſelf o- 


grace. In the ſentiment then of 


his beſt actions, he muſt remain 
himble; whatever joy he _ , 


, 
$ 
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| lives morally well; fails not to. 


at thot : 1 
bliged: for-it , as for a received | 
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he... ©: 

I ves cavſe the more good works he 

n 1"doth, 'the nearer he is to GodF like"; 
{and by conſequence, is the more 
$-dazled on all ſides, by the Iuſtre 

y "| lf his Majeſty. The more good 

| | he? doth, the more he thinks of 
"God; and' the more he thinks of 

| 4 Hit, the more he compares him- 

T ſelf with him; and in this com- 

1 pariſon, knows himſelf to be duſt 
p | 
s | 
f 


| and aſhes, -When David'faid in 
I-the ſecond P/alm, Serve the Lord 
I -with fear, abd rejoice before him 
4 with trembling ; - he had' not a de- 
| ſign to inſpire us with a fright Ll 
5 1. and terrour, for they are not con- Mt | 
1 ſiſtent with joy ; for they: are ap- v0! | 
|| ter to make us fly from the ps 
.. | ſence of God, than to draw near 
df toſerFe him: He only therefore 
>| would incufcate to us that hu- 
di /mility, which reſiſts not joy; but 
off is the-inſeparable Companion, of 
n ns good. works of the Faith- - 


F] | 
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| (igri uCELa in-him,upon- the conlt | 
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. [483 | 
In, fig ;The, fifth RS | 


ſubjeC is, "That. a true Chriſtian *., 
"never doth:good works, or. turns !-/ 
away. from the oxcaligns of. ſin, ! > 
be he RIS Of NE: him, coN- }- j# 


ther 5 nce goes more. - 
in the: ways of holineſs,,, Lhe* ir 
-reaſon proceeds from this faith-. b: "1 : 
ful Man s. landing fGgns, and jeſt 

; Moryes * of his Ele&ion,andCom-.. 1, 
 munion- with JeſussC iſt 1 in the || of 
good works . that. he performs :k, p 
and; on the,,.contrary, | Tis: mow 'F 
dence. in this reſpe& is. q : 
by the. ins he,.commits. 


@ chi 7 
1th 
_deration of , his good} 
'Pet,2> : . Works, that glorivus and C 
: unſpeakable. Joy Wight [ha 
_ the Scripture - mentions :.." 
To. peace of God whic! Tit 
 Fhil. 4 feel al, agerſtan 
Tis that: relt, that ſſo, ek 


rancel - [f] 


a 


{ Ro 
} rancewhichrhade David cry © out, 
2: The Lord-is my Light and + 
n* | my Salvation, whom' then Pal, 27. 
"| fall [fear > The Lord is 
* the\ftrength of my life, of whom then 
y - | fall The: afpaide' © And: it is-that 
/ alſo! which'' produces the: deſire 
' that I have ſpoke of, 'of eſtabliſh- 
ef f ing' themſelves in all good; for he 
-1ooks upon-his good works as the 
- \ pledges" of the I:6ve! that” God 
- | hears him; and as the: founditions 
C , of that great hope which he hath: 
5 Prom whence'it. follows, that he 


. eo 
di Ars 
- " 


-] endeavours continually to. make f 
ol a progreſs -inhis! SanRtity; that i 


7 Are according to the- meaſure | : 
4 that his holineſs advanceth;..the 
d} ſenſe of -his Ele&ion and of his 
4 Communion with Jefas Chriſt 
hi] his Saviour. advartces'hl{o, and:his 
xl | hope confirms it ſelf-more and 

{ more; whereas by his ſins;the firſt 
7 of theſe is. very much. trou- 
Je nt and-the:ſecond much ſha- 
nt D ken. 
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| of his good aQtions, he.never ſaith * 


{L50] 


| Kken-;:Again,the;more heradvan- | 


ces in Piety, the more. he. per- | | 
ſwades: himſelf that; he hath: per- 
formed his duty, and. that: he is , 
acceptable.to)Gad.g by. reaſon: of | ; 
which, the:;good\>works'that he 1 
doth) are:a Sput:t0; him,'and.an. 

encouragement to! proceed. ' That 


which: we- ſay :1n diſgrace: of a | 


n 
covetous Manzo that. ihe- 5 Never | v 
content; with /what' he hath; ithac » , 
heisalways« defiring- more 5::we | 
may' fay, the is praiſe of: a 00d | c 
man,who makes himfſelfa treaſure; 


ſhes:to: encreafe <phe-:oumber-'of | 
them; upon which account! Jefus 
Chriſt attributes to him an hun- | 
i.” -. ger andathirſt ; ; Bleſſed | 1 ti 
Marche 56.0 .(datth be} are. they that | t 
213 y20 tunger and: thi after] 
Righteous. dd 2625 T 
Ft; is not ſo with an unregene-) v 


fl 
it. ts enough; he:;unceſlantly::wi- © E 
d 
b 


| Þ. rate Man; for whem! he ſhall do} r: 


ſome} 
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' lome works morally good, ei- 

_ ther by the force of his remper, 

- or by a principle of hypocriſie 

S and intereſt; he percelves no ſuch 

f | ardent deſfire in himſelf to ad- 

E  yance in this holineſs, which we 

1. ſpeakof: The ations which come 

t from the Temper of a Man bringing 
a | not with them, that keen zeal, W 
T | which excite him to go &n; and | 
| much leſs thoſe, which proceed 
e | from hypocriſie or ifttereſt. I 
d | confeſs, that thoſe who do good 
< ; for the eſteem that they have of 
h? good it ſelf, may be ſenſible of 
t-* ſomething which comes near this b: 
pt ! deſire which we have in hand; 
IS but that will never be a deſire 
1- | to pleaſe God; and to be agreeable 
a | to-him, it will only be a deſire 
it. to do nothing which may dero- 
7 . gate from right and natural equi- 
; ty. Now tis true, that in Men 
1 whom God hath not yet Regene- 
rated, that deſire cannot be ex- 
= D 2 trem- 


= 


—_— 
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tremely quick and lively, Hoy- 
ever honeſt and clear their ſenti- 
ments are, they cannot equal | that 


and grace. of his God. 

We. mult then make uſe of this 
means alſo, it we would proceed 
as we ought in the Examination 
of our ſelves, and muſt join with 
the others, that which I have pro- 
poſed in this third Rule. They 
are all of a natural and eaſe uſe, 
and I amperſwaded if we would 


make a certain judgment upon 
our ſelves : For as on the one 
' fide every one may know eaſily, 
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determined to do it, he perceives 


F! general ——— to this good, 
and 


defire which a good Man hath; fo ac- - 
- quire more and more the favour - 


execute them well, we might 


a joy for having taken the good þ . 
( part; if he perceives in his heart | 


_ 
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if in the good that he doth; he 
| hath a regard to God, and his F 
own Conſcience; if after he hath 3 


4 
Fhcd 
$ 


_ 


4 and a general averſion to all ©; 

' which 15 called fin; .if his good | 
©. worksare accompanied with hu- { 
| mility and debaſement before | 
_ God; if to that meaſure that he * 

' hath done: good, he perceiv A 
 . defire in himſelf to. do mort 

hath then another ſolid and cer- / 

/ tain ground, to: conclude from 


all this, the truth of his faith, | 1 

; and the ſincerity of his conver- ly, 

' flonz 50 on; the otfexfile, if ha Fjgglas wo 

4 js pj sf all ES "Mt 

Fa ma mcen prov ret wh 
= CHAP. TV. il 
' The third Rule. To take a true _ tt - 


| meaſure .of ones ſelf in the afts 


| of every particular vertue. 
2 'Owever, certain the: Rule 
3 4 Þ4 55 that I come trom lay- 
| ing downin the precedent Chap- 
x ter; we mult not reſt there. 


D 3 The 


= , . 
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I The matter in agitation is ſo ne- / h: 
4} | ceflary and important, for the reft . {t 


ard calm of our Conſcience, that * p: 
we cannot acquit.our ſelves too i 
exaQtly therein, Methinks then m 
that it is good to Examine ones | cl 
ſe}f particularly upon the proper | v: 
atts of every vertue: For it 15] tl 
not poſſible that a ſimple moral - tl 
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$i! vertue, or a falſe Regeneration, | h 
| or ſimple diſpoſitions towards - al 
21 _ Converſion, ſhould avail in the tl 
318 exerciſe of particular vertues; or || tl 
a8 At ſo like the products of tfue þ ti 
278 Piety, that there ſhould be noJ 
"Fi __ poſlible means of diſcerning the * h 
a | one from the other. : t 
|| To give then ſome direction 

* | upon this ſabjeQ, I ſay firſt, that a 
- the proper and eſſential marks | 
ou of a true faith, are to love the | s 
YA L reading of the Word of God, to} F 
BY frequent the Aſſemblics where it | V 
ESE 15- Preached, to ſearch thoſg Books} t 
E which give- us intelligence, toff E 


have 


/ have a curioſity towards. the'my- 
: ſeries of Salvation, to make a 
particulap application to * your 
| felf as:you apprehend:ithem, and 
meditate upon :thenty'to :be tou-- 
 ched in general with all the Di: 


a 
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| thoſe. myſteries; ,and chiefly -in 
- thoſe three, of his infinite Majeſty, 
: kiggperfect- holineſs, and unſpeak- 
-: able love to us: ' For theſe three 
; things faith chooſes out: above all 
} the reſt. of the attributes of God 
| to meditate upon, becauſe' they. 
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' hearts cannot betray and deceive 
- themſelves upon this ſubje&. 
Concerning doubts which are 


taith, A | | 
believers, and thoſe that are tem- 


ds 
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er 0d OO Xt ms 
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; whoſe faith endures but for a 
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vine perteCtions. that appear in + 


2 moſt touch our hearts; and our. - 


25 the yeakneſſes and ſickneſs of 


are. common to true 
porary believers, that is, fuch 
time; Bur there is this difference 


D 4 gene-. 


[56] 
nerate Man, who 1s one of 
od temporary: believers, the 


doubts are hearkened-to; andive- * 


ceivedwithiſame fqrrot joy: but 
1a true behtever they never: 4- 
rife without''cauſing: a. kind of 
grief ; becauſe: the -love which 
we bear; to God, :eannot ſuffer his 
ruth tor be:combated, with any 
4168, that: ſeem. to over- 
throw | Falſe believers feel no- 


thing of-this, -no-loving. God:e- | 


nough, tobe thus chncerned: for 
his glory.” A ttue;believer ſecks 
infaigtly ro-fatisfie hinfelf in alt 
his-ddubts, they.-'cannot+ dwell 
long with him, and when he is 
iatisfled, he:receives: a: ſecret joy. 


A falſe! 'believer ſcarce feels. that 


Jy: on is-very glad of-zemaining 
in:his doubts, that he may ever 
leave the carnal part in Arms to 
reſiſt grace, not: being. willing 
that the Spirit of sk& World which 


is in him, thould be-entirely with- 
= 0 Qut 
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: out defence; or if he gets out of 


theſe doubts by ſome enquiries in- 
to theſe truths, he cannot ſee this 
triumph of truth, without ſome 
fort of diſpleaſure and mortifica, 
tion. 


As tothe adts of hope, they 
may be common to a true and 
falſe believer, for there is nothing 
upon. which men flatter them- | 
; ſelves ſo eaſily as upon this: But | 


\yet.one may remark. theſe ditfe- 
: rences between them : The one 
* 15 that. the object of the hope of 
| a falſe believer, is principally his 


| own. happineſs, without regard 


| to the principle, from whom he 
expects it, Whereas the. true be- 
| liever on the. other. ſide, much» 
| more regards the ineffable Love 
{ of God, which he expe&ts one 
© day from his hope, rather then 
; the other advantages which can 


y 7 happen unto him: And the rea- 


4 oo} is becauſe a falſe. believer, and 
" WW © an; 


[5] 
an half Regenerate Man hath ſelf- 


intereſt for his laſt End, he con-. 
but a. true Believer loves God a- 


proceeds tnat an unbeliever 1s al- 
moſt totally fix'd upon his own 


God towards him,. and is raviſh- 
our, and being, in the grace of 
*a far greater rate, then all the ad- 


-come from 1it.. 


{iders. himſelf more then God: 


_ ed by finding himſelf in his fa- © 


his good Father, valuing that at | 


vantages and proſperities that can | 


” 


T 


* 'Befides-an unbeliever that hath * 
but yet received fome diſpoſitions . 
towards a Converſion, and not; 


the form of true picty, feels him- 


4 


{cli 


love for his firſt Principle, and - 


* bove- all things, from whence it _ 


-intereſt ; and from whencefver : 
his felicity comes, he conſiders it - 
not, it he be happy. it is all he 

. defires.. .But a true Chriſtian e- 
ſtabliſhes himſelf principally up- - 


an his: ſentiment of the love of 
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| by a thirſt 
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; faf- chiefly concerned with that . 
fliare of hope: which-gives him a 


proſpett of being exempted'tfrom 


all manner of ATICEY and an 
. enjoyment of a thouſand- joys; 
 and-a thouſand 'bencfits, but in 


regard: of a full SanQification, and 


| an intire (abolition of -Vices, he 
* hath but: ſmall concernment.. 
: Whereas a true Chriſtian finds | 
| himſelf, thou gu concerned indeed 
| his happineſs, yet 
' incomparably more upon. the ac- 
count of. Grace. The cauſe of. 
this difference is that in the half 


Converſion of the unbeliever , 


fin {till remains Miſter / of the | 


powers of his heart, and is only 


withſtood by RIFlove, which : 
fears the confequences of fin, and : 
hath therefore no averſion to fin, . 
but what ariſes' from that fear, . 


But a true Chriſtian hath con- 


; ceived areal averſion againſt fin : 


It Ki, and watches and fights a=. 
| gainſt.: 


[58] 
an half Regenerate Man hath ſelf- 


intereſt for his laſt End, he con- 
but a. true Believer loves God a- 


proceeds that an unbeliever 1s al- 


his felicity comes, he conſiders. it 


an his: ſentiment of the love of 
God towards him,. and is raviſh- 
ed by finding - himſelf in his fa- 


his good Father, valuing that at 
+*a far greater rate, then-all the ad- 
vantages and proſperities that can 
come from it. - a 
Befides-an unbeliever that hath 
but yet received ſome diſpoſitions 
towards a Converſion, and not 


' bove all things,i' from whence it 


ſtabliſhes himſelf principally up- - 


our, and being, in the grace of 


the form of true picty, feels by 


2 5 


love for . his firſt Principle, and 


{iders. himſelf more then God; © 


moſt totally fix'd upon his own }. 
intereſt ; and from whence{Ever : 


not, if he be happy. it is all he 
defires.. .But a true Chriſtian e- 
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' fdlf chiefly concerned with that : 
flare of hop2-Which-gives him a 
proſpect of being exemptea'trom 


enjoyment of a thouſand- joys, 
and -a thouſand ' benefits,” but in 
" regard of a full SanCtification, and 
? : an-intire (abolition of Viets, he 
"7 hath but: ſmall concernment. 
t ' Whereas a true Chriſtian finds : 
© } himſelf; though concerned indeed 
| by -a thirſt! of his happineſs, yet 
c» Inicomparably more upon. the ac- 
'* | count of Grace. The <guſe of. 
; this difference is that in the half 
: ; Converſion of the ' unbeliever ,_ 
"| fin ſtill remains Miſter : of "the 
13 powers of his heart, and is only 
'. withſtood ' by RIFlove, which 
fears the conſequences of fin, and : 
j | hath therefore no averſion to ſih,. 
/ But. what ariſes' from that tear, . 
! But a true Chriſtian hath con- 
3 ceived areal averſion againſt fin : 
it (elf, and watches and fights a-. 
% | gainſt.. 


| all 'manner of miſeries, . and an - 


? 
1 
f 
E 


} 
} 


for that which reſpects God, we | 
| can=. | 


"Pe } 


/gainſt, it, not only in the Idea of | 
its. ill; cotfequences,. but: the pro» _ 


per Idea, of its miſchief,” as the 
greateſt Enemy of Man's Excel- 
lency, and ſo abominable that it. 
muſt naturally be. the objeCt of 
God's hate:\;, When then, an un- 
regenerate Man hopes, he is tranſ- 
ported -to 'ſce that happy day, 
which ſhall deliver him trom all 
the puniſhments: due to, his. ſin, 


2 


leſtial Life 'and Immortality. But: 
a true Believer goes further, he 


and put him .in poſſeſſion of a Ce *' 


15 rayiſhed with the thoughts of F 


that happy day, which ſhall de- 
liver him fully from ſin it. ſelf, 
which 1s as a... load and, burthen 
that preſſes him down, and as a 
Diſeaſe of which he ardently de- 
RS. -.-:.:: 
. Icame.to Charity ;.Every one 
knows that it hath two Objects, 
God and our Neighbour. And 
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[61] 
eannot in. my opinion deny but 
- a temporal Believer,that is ta ſay, 
a Man .of the number of thoſe 
' whom Jeſus Chriſt deſcribes in 
the parable of the Sower, who 
| believe not but for a ſeaſon, may 
ſometimes bave ſome light ſenti- 
; ments of love to God ; but they 
* are very different from thoſe 
| whicha true regenerateMan hath. 
' AFthe firſt, ever loves himſelf 
] more then God,SAll that he per- 
; ceives of love to God, conſiſts in 
| nothing but ſome as of acknows= 
' # ledgment, for the things he hopes 
: forg and theſe motions are nei- 
: ther very lively nor very deep, 
: for a Soul which is not yet truly 
; Converted, is always ungrateful. 
2} But a true Believer perceives him- 
{ felf infinitely obliged to his God, 
. not only for the good things he 
] hath received,and tor thoſe which 
1 he hopes for, but principally be- 
4 cauſe God, hath loved him out of 
, pure 
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pure thercy; without his having 


any manner of merit in him, and . 
when-he was. altogether worthy 
of his hatred.. 
Again he Joves God with that 
love which they call a love of re- 
ſpe&t, and eſteem, which-.is'foun- 


ded upon the ineffable perfe&ions - 


of the Divinity, which renders 
it infinitely worthy of the love 
of all Creatures : He. loves him 
with a love of deſire, which is 
that which David hath for well 
expreſled in the 42 P/alm, As the 
Hart panteth after the Water- 
brooks, ſo longeth my Soul after thee 
O God ; my Soul # athirſt for God, 
yea even for the living God, when 


fhall T come and appear before the 
preſence of God, He loves him 


with a love of proximity, and re- 
lation, conſidering him as his 
Creator, his Redeemer; - and his 


Father: In fine he loves him with | 


that which we call 2 love of ſer- 
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' vice, for he would bring all his 
| life, all his thoughts, his words 
_ and. actions. to the glory of God; 


as the laſt end, which he ought 
to have always before his Eyes, 
This true and ſolid love which 


the. faithful Chriſtian hath for 
God diſcovers it ſelf, principally 


'? in thoſe occaſions where the 
' name of God, or his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt is either glorified or dil- 
honoured by others. For at ſuch 
conjunctures an- Unregenerate 


Man will be ſure to have regard: 


to the intereſt, that he may make 
in the actions of others, and if 


he find himſelf concerned in per». 


ſon, or 1magines he may receive 


a prejudice from 1t, he will have- 
a vexation and diſpleaſure , al- 


though they honour God; and if 
they do diſhonour God, he will 
have joy, if he find advantage to 


| himſelf by it. For as I have of-. 
| þ tenrepeated before, Self love m— 
; ang: 


7 oy E483" oN 
. P L , 
RBLLL, 294 it re SE RA ed a GE a Occ. 6 GG. 91 
» p P " . BE. 
. « ,*5 


} 
: 
- , 
; i 
! 
> ; 
0 [ 
- vu 4 
p. ; 
2x 9 
Fs *y l 
P's : v 
! ; | 
” 3 | 
y 7 oo 1 
wo. A : Re 
Li Z . 
X j 
: (| 
M { 
IS 
—— 
_ ! 
£ 
l 
"in 
<P } 
— } 
+ [4 
- | 
F4 : 
Ko 
g : 
of 
- 
ch 2 
Lo V 
Fu 
We 


[64] 


and reigns inan heart that is not 


yet truly Converted.. 
A true Believer on the contra- 


ry,never ſees any actions wherein 


God is in the leaſt manner glorifi- 
ed,without joy ; nor ſees others 


ever. diſhonour him, without ha-: 


ving a ſenſible diſpleaſure, . whe- 
ther they make to his own Per- 
ſonal intereſt or not, he is not 
much concerned, but always finds 
himſelf ſufficiently fſatisfred in the 
intereſt of God. Tis a Chara- 
ter which we ſee in the Charity 
of St.Paul, when he was in Athens 
he ſaw in that City a number of 


reigning Superſtitions, the Hiſto- 


ry obſerves, that his Spirit was 
exaſperated at the view. of thoſe 
falſe devoti6ns, which neverthe- 
leſs did not perſonally offend 
him. And on the other. ſide he 
ſaw many ſtirred up with jealou- 
fie againſt him, who preached the 


Goſpel out of a principle of Vain- | 
K glory kE 3 | 


01 
| glory , whatſoever perſonal inte- 
reſt he had againſt the aCtion of 
thoſe perſons, who ſeerned to take 
2 part of the honour of his Apo- 
- ſtleſhip from him, yet he was joy- 
jul to'ſee that the Goſpel never- 
theleſs was preached: Some indeed, 
ſays he, preach Chriſt e- Ke 
ven fevy and ſtrife,aud HR 
ſome alſoof good will. The one preach 
i Chriff of contention, not ſincerely, 
fuppoling to add affliiion to my 
4 Couds. But the other of love, know: 
| ingithat 1 am ſet for the defence 
2 of the "Goſpel. What then ? not- 
| withſtanding every way, whether 
| in pretence, or in truth, Chrift is 
1 preached; and I therein do rejoice, 
1 yea, and will rejoice. 
;-As to the ſecond object of Cha- 
Irity,.which is our Neighbour, I 
{confeſs that Juſtice, Temperance, 
:Mildneſs, Compaſſion, are morab 
| Vertues, that may be - found in 
junregenerate Perſons. The ſame 
F | diftincti- 


[66.7 
diſtinQtions which we give to 
thoſe, St. Paul calls the Houſhold 


of Faith, falſe Religions have al- | 


fo ; a Pagan, -.indiiputably © ſhall 
more love 'a. Pagan ; -and- a. Ma- 
hometan a Mahometan, then one 
of another Religion, for bare con- 


formity of manners and opinions, | 


makes that effect; Nevertheleſs 
it 15 certain that true Picty in this ' 


very inſtance hath ſomething 


more peculiar whereby it may be 
known. Tt loves all. Men in ge- 
neral, becauſe the Image af 'God * 
15 in . them, which principally ' 
makes them amiable : 2. The * 
more it ſees of that Image, and 
reſemblance in them, the more. 


it loves ſuch perſons. One.mark 


of a Religious Man, is ;to love 


Religious perſons, to ſeek opt an 
acquaintance, and have a famili- 


arity with them, and to be ready | 


to ſerve them. . 3; True Piety y 
to ſpeak fully, hates ,no.-perſon. } 


wh 5 & © 


A SO © O tt5_ mm = 


_ 


Js » ja's 


Ay WV _ W- 


PP” yu FF = uo \ =” pe << 


[ 67] 


' A Religious Man may be ſubje&t 
' to preſent refſentments, and ſud- 


den anger and tranſports, but 


| they will not laſt long: for Cha- 
rity will return and conquer thoſe 
/ frailties, and therefore 1t is the 
. worſt ſign, that we can diſcover 
+ 1n a Man, to fee him have a Soul 
: that continues long in an impla- 
cable hatred and reſentment; and 
x on the contrary one of the cer- 


aineſt and beſt ſigns, is to be in- 


} clinable to pard dy to . 
4 able to pardo pine 


forgive. But thi 4 


7 not proceed from ſtupidity, nor 
2 lightneſs of Spirit, it ought to 
-! be accompanied with a juſt ſenſe 
4 of the injury we have received; 
; and proceed from a deſire to do 
{ our duty, and from an imitation 
3 of God, who daily pardons us 
? infinite fins. 


A fourth vertue about which 


Y it is good to examine ones ſelf, 
] is prayer. Not but that falſe 


and 
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« [68] 
and unſincere Chriſtians may pray 
to God, and they may pray ſome- 


times with . more ardour and * 


tranſport, then thoſe that are tru- 
Iy pious; But commonly their 
prayers are for Temporal inte- 


reſts: They are not much fixed | 
upon the three firſt Petitions of 
the Lord's-Prayer, Hallowed be + 
thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy | 
Will be x in Earth as it is in 


Heaves, Neither have they any 4. 


great zeal in begging of God the | 
grace of his. holy Spirit; nor ever | 
teel that ſecret joy, which ſprings Jp 


_ their approaches unto God; 


.Nor that ſweet confidence which ; 
| = aye in his goodneſs. It is } 
otherwiſe with a Man that is tru- 1, 
Iy holy; In his prayers he will 7 


never : omit recommending his 
Temporal condition to God, yet 
with an entire ſubmuſſion to the 
order of his providence : But 


, 


[*2) 


x 


OY: he will be ſure to = ls: 


i®9}., 
' of him thoſe things which his 
'  Piety makes him wiſh for, vz, 
* The glory of God and his own. 
'  SanCtification. His prayer aſter- 
' wards is uſually ended with an 
" * holy j6y, and an abſolute confi- 
| + dence. of the goodneſs 'of God, 
; ias we ſee in many of the Pſalms; 
' } where after having begun' with 
1fad complaints, and languiſhins 
Jexpreflions, they' end with admi- 
Trable aſſirances, and perfect re- 
Yeſtabliſhments of joy,as you may 
Iſee in the 6, x3, 22, 31, and 42 
2Pſalms. Ty | 1: 
3 TI conclude this Chapter then, 
ifaying, That if you would have 


we 


MF WF" - 


muſt not be content with the bare 
|reading it over, but you muſt 
[meditate,Ull the parts of it, well 
{comprehending its ſenſe and ſub- 
ſtance, penetrating all the prin- 
ciples therein. But above all it 
is neceſſary to make Application 
; there- 
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{the profit I deſigned it for, you 
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work. of a day, or twos. But if | 


thereof, which reducing it into 
practice to your ſelf, by exami- - <- 
ning with all exa&neſs every 

point of it; according to all the 

extent of the direQtion which I «+ 
have ſet down. «I confeſs that to 2 
acquit: ones.:ſelf, - there: will be : © 
more: time required, then that } 
which is allowed: to the more } 
common acts of Devotion ; for + 
this' cannot be reduced into-the } 


we lay the. work'of our-Salvation} ir 
very ſeriouſly to- our. hearts, wet 

ſhall not repine at thoſe moments 
we employ! in: the affiring bur ] 
ſelves' thereof, and if we are not ! 
abſolutely ſtupid, or brutal, we | 
ſhall be heartily glad to under- | cc 
ftand our ſelves well, upon a ſub- ] 
ject that is of greater importance -] ru 
then this life. A , V 
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e + © felf in the different: Conditions 


t fl JO one happens to be In. 


Os of the Principal parts mY 
| . this Examination, is to en- 
if 3 | deavour the knowing ofour ſelves, 
nd in the different ſtates and con- 
2 ditions of our life; in our afflicti- 
2 ons; proſperities, poverties, abun- 
7 dance, ' abaſements, elevations, 
1 ſickneſſes and health: Fortheſe 
{ ſtates particularly, our heart dif: 
-- 7 covers it ſelf as it 1s. 

» 1 A Worldly Man in his profpe- 
| rity, whatever Moral or Civil 
{ Vertue he hath, or whatever dif- 
\/ poſition towards Piety, can ſcarce 
7 forbear forgetting himſelf, and 
P.} falling into a negligence of Re- 
, I:g1on 
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[73] 
ligion and Devotion; into Pride, 
into a truſting in his Riches, into # 
Luxury, into deſpifing of his In-  * 
feriours and Equals; 1n fine, into * | 
giving a free Career to- all his 7 x 
paſſions, Setf-love 'which: then 7 y 
Reigosoover: him. by: the flattery | ie 
of his good ſucceſſes, and the high } it 


condition he is.in, making my 


WholeWerld favourable unt | It 
he abandons: aid: ;&1VesS { I 1 


reſiſtance. But a good Chriſtian 5 
doth ;not ſo, for in: the affluence 4 nc 
of any - Temporal proſperities, he I pc 
lifts up 'þis, heart ;ſtill towards Ifte 


God;:gnd ackhowledges him 'for Fin 
the :Author of them, Iumbling thi 


himſelf the more in his ſight, tor Ivt 
the ,higher- favours he. receives Tho; 
from his hand, by the: true ſenſe Jrhe 
of his own unworthineſs- he pre-\}1 
ſerves-1n that eſtate the-balance jFf0" 
of juſtice and equity, not abuſing rit 
the Wraniages that he hath, bur| ' [the 
making 


+ I 
Cen, 


: fa ing. them ſubleryient to the 
*fur hering of his ſanification. 
' Tempora proſperity often ſpoils 
| | good Men, and caſts them ſome- 
., times, into 2 negle& of their Sal- 
Jarote into ingratitude towards 
| God, debaucherics, injuſtices; yet 
{it is certain, that if they be truly 
155 they keep ſome meaſure in 
- 4 theſe exceſſes : Becauſe if prof- 
' perigy « or the ons ſide favour the 
Jas ues of - natural corruption, 
Yorder on the other hand ſuffers 
e } not it ſelf to be wholly loſt, it op- | 
e Ipoſeth the licenciquineſs. of the _ i 
s Ifteſh, and' hinders them. from. te LY 
r Ting. 'overflowed; with,'it: And {1 
g Jtlcre is" ever a tacit. reſiltance, ve 
r Iwhich one may perceive in the 
s bottom of ones heart, though at 
ſe {the fame time it remains, in g 
- manger ſubdued. - They have ey 
e | ito ſome intervals wherein the 
S Jrit returns to himſelf, an ion 
rfithey make reflexion upon the va- 
E nity 


Y yau "7"... - OE] bac 


- : 


[24] 


ity of the lifing $ of this World | 


*and thelt”4 own NATO "2f1d. iepin 


"theſe 'Yeflekiorts ordimgitly” ariſe" 1 


the motions of terueing, 6 to God , 
-and'Rej era_ſes 
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drtant.” tlich, Ee | 
eo Lxding him, Well | 
hhoh Above"? And Tec” 10 4 
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elf} and wat Repos e hath, 
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the UAQiGis of the > World 
generite. Man uſually lo# 
feth that little Joy and Ly” | 

that] ;,. 
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d ; that he had in the grace of God, 
n and eafily perſwades himſelf God 
<4 loves him not, ſince he hath per- 
d , mitted thoſe misfortunes which 

© 4 have happened to! him. In,.this 
\ ſtate. he commonly ads. accord- 

y {10g to his habitudes or his tem- 
= ; per ; if thar be flery and impetu- 
1s' 4 ous, the affliction doth - but pra- 


qi voke andenragehim againſt God, 
th } it exaſperates him againſt Meo, 
{; 4 he'murmurs againſt Providence, 
1c} he hatches violent reſentments, 


at} he meditates revenges. But if 
1:4 his humour be. alittle: moderater, 
sJ-he turns to. humane means, to 
atJ-ſcek ſome remedy. for -his' evi, 
x 1 he applies to that only. all-. the 
1-3 light of his prudence 4 1t-he he 
n- 1 fearful, and 'of.a mean ſpirit he 
th] runs into: complazats and fegrets, 
1 and ſecks his, conſolation ig Lears 
1] and Dolours. If he be:endued 
| with principles of Philoſophy; he 
theows himſelf; into,..g; Savage 
E 2 hards 


wv 


- marks of diſgrace upon himlſelt, %;« 


theſe are not CharaGters of true * 


Fegling in his affliftions the evil. 1 
-Which preſſes him, looks upon it Go; 
at firſt as a ſign of the Divine An: ! 
ger, which he hath drawn upon !q;j 
himſelf. Then refle&ing upon | 
is fins, and the abuſes which he 
hath thrown upon the favours | 


-hardnels, and endeavours to faſhi- 4, 
vn himſelf into an indiference, Ive: 
and infenſibility both of gocd *\,..,; 


-and-evil. If the principles ot the 7, 


Chriſtian Religion have made he 


any conſiderable impreſſion upon *;.; 

him, he turns himſelf to Prager. us 
But it is barely upon the proſpect Jr 
of being delivered from his affli- %4. 
Eton, and not frem any true grief {yy 
that he hath for having offended In 

God; and to have drawn thoſe {þ; 


ſo far is he from ating with a * 


. able reſolution to corre&t him- ' 1; 


Elf for the time to come. But ! 


Piety : for a Regenerate perſon |; 


's ] 


{pea 


= (771 
Jrka he hath received from Hea- 
yen, he condemns himſelf and- 
: "|conceives ſo pungent a grief for 
| ' }comporting himſelf fo ill; that 
he looks back with horrour upon 
(his Extravagancies, and the juſt 
Jwrath of Godz and: is ſo far from 
Jmurmuring ;2 againſt. - his - Provi- 
. dence, that he acknowledges and. 
| aka his righteous Power, Wiſ- 
idom and Juſtice. He recalls into: 
his memory all the graces he hathr 
received, and all the conſolations: 
The hath. felt. in his Communion 
with God + All the motives he 
;had to ſerve him, and to'fear him 
and theſe things create a ſenſible 
fgrief in him, that he hath ſo fail-- 
*d in his duty, and a ſincere de- 
Tiga to amend himſelf ; in fine, 
ihe returns to God with all hu- 
mility, and though he looks. 
{jupon him as in fury , yet he 
us perſwaded of his love, and 
{peaks unto him as Job did: ; 
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nm Though be ay me, yer will 
Job13-15: Teruſt in him. Heprays 
to him; but the;principal fubject 


of his prayer 1s toobtain 'the'Te- 
miſton. of 'his fins, and ſanCtify- - 
ing grace: for the time -to come. / 


In regard of his preſent affliction 
he bears it conſtantly; and after 
taving dried up-the preſerit Tears 
of Nature; he raiſes' his courage, 
regains: his! ſpirit, and ' ſtops 'the 


courſe of his grief, not by a prin- ; 
ciple of I know not what Philo- y t© 
ſophick: inſenfibility, which is'dn- ? 

ly: Bruitality -altd Pride ;'bat'by | < 


that 'of a holy: reſignation' ts the 
Will. of God, knowing that the 
affliction it ſelf, when it ſhall-be 


made aright uſe of, will turn to ! 
his profit, Since allthings ; 


| Rom: 8. 


them proper for his deliverance:|! 
hut &t the ſame time he makes: 
| C2 . uſch 
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work together for good t0| | 1 
them that love God. He negleas tl 
not humane means when he ſecs|z q 
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confuſion of face: , 
1f zffliions come for. th 


ſeſſion of the Goſpel, 40d, 
on bath' drawn .fome ſufferir 


pr. = 


S. 


haſt ; to thee, O Lord, belongs ® 
rightcouſnels, to me ſhame and + 


Neg ; 


uf neher frog the Worldly par- | & 
iſtian behav ye Uh he 
Ms N ork r. fnarioer the in 
riet F;"$6r he will vor ' th 
preſently to accommodate þ him- 2} th 
lf ro the times, that. he may ©? pr 
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with the Stream ; tel ie 't 
end to, cone the *pounds of his | & 
maar wl cobermnnss | h 
wil Ig > 19 
ih 
FS he ae ar aff.” | al 
theſe com £ Ring will not ſerve $ 
fur; he I ren elf a- | 5, 
gain : | 


ht 


; £0 Sls 


76 6a 1 


T eeirion, and all that fleſh and 

"! blood ſhall ſuggeſt to him, to re- 
7 fiſt evil with evil, and injury 
: with injury. In fine, if all this 
7 be too little, and he cannot by 

! theſe ways deliver himſelf from 

| theaffliction,he will. grow weary, 

| he will rebuke himſelf for ſuffer- 

| ing,. he will begin to look upon 

| the profeſſion of the Goſpel, as 

| the moſt odious thing, which de- 

| prives him of his. repoſe,” of his 

4 goods, of his pleaſures, which are 

} nis great intereſls; he will eſteem 

| it as. a barr in.his. way , which 

& his deſigns, and which crof 

| fes all his. hopes, and then quick+ 

} ly follows his.abſolute and. open 

; defertion of - Religien : : For.as we 

| have already faid, it is ſelfove, 

/ that is to fay, an Earthly-and : 
' Worldly love, which ever reigns - 


ds eta ha ts a: DN ks — 


| inchis. heart, and which. poſe les R 


| | the fiſt t place there: 


ww. OY 


[8z7 


"As tothe true faithful Chrifti- 7 
an, his condet- is-very different 


in theſe 'fad occaſions.” Firſt he 
looks upon afflictions as the or- 
dinary. conſequences of the true 
Religion, 'and ' inſtead” of -being 
Fall 

firmed. 'He'lays up in -his heart 
all that Jefus Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles haye* ſaid upon this ſubject. 


id . - 
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Tf* any one will come af- 


elf, and take up "his croſs and fol- 
ow me... Tf ye were of the World, 
i 21 » the World would love his 
Jahn 1 5; 
Hor-of it he-World, bat I kave choſen 
you: out" *f the' World, the World 
bateth"you.: Te ſhall be hated of 
4 + all men for my ſake, but 
Maio, 2, that bbs to the 
end ſhall be ſaved.” That through 
Wenn may tribulations we muſt 
, enter into the Kingdom of 
Egd. Jf we dye with Chriſt we 
Re on 


dalized he' is the 'mbre 'con- | 


MRERIG. etc; let him deny him- © 


own, 'but 'becanſe ye are 
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” if.we Yaſſer pit him, ewe.” 
* ſhall alle: reign. with him.” All 
; thoſe who will live godly I 
: in, Chriſt Teſus, mult: ſuf- hr a S ; 

| fer perſecytion.s. T he. Lord chaſten- 
Jeth evgry,qns; pho Q/ be JQues; and 

| ſcourgeth- every Sou whom . ak 
1 he.recciueth,.. If ye ene © Us 

| E de cement God. dealeth with ” 
WAS LED: Childres; : faryohat, KY 02\ 

{a ewebam, he Ape, «batiſeth 

, | gee) Belo OVER. ATJDIN #t not _ 
: | iperrning the fiery: tryal i Pet | | 
h 


2. Tim.” : 2. L 


2 | which. 718 To- "T7 .59 YOU gi -AS ; 3 
| rhaugþs Jane. ft age: thing ge ec ſt 
| 64, Jo you, but-rejoigein :0S 11 upht, " i 
| as ye are fartakers of Chritf's ſufs- 6 
 fros. A. 
|" \Szcondlyake repreſents to him- 
7 | it aillictions, inalk-theyr greys Ii 
and. warth, tlrat Bo: Mig WAH, "Tr 
* ſhaken, to wit, as-they\are-a _ 3 
: formity. to Jeſus,Chriſh ; looking; 


| faith! the Apoſtle; 'f0 Teſus the 7 - 
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[84]... k 
thor and finiſher” of our faith, who. © 
for the jay that wis ſet" befote'bim, | 
endured the Ereſ3, ant '\Aeſyijed the 'P, 
ſhame ; as we have-in” them the 1! C 
honque of ſuſtaining the cauſe of * 2/ 
God, and "af his Gofpel. | 7/nto  #/ 
= + yor-Fts given onthe be- | v 
uk 1-298 half of "Ch#iſt,*not only to | w 
beliews. on him, but alſo to ſuffer | tl 
for his ſake. As they are ſteps ; at 
which raiſe us tothe Kingdom of | n 
Heaven: Our light affiietions which | 
Fi ER are but for a moment wark -, | 

tt out for us an exceeding ; 
and Eternal weight of gloty. As 
they are a means t6 make mani- ' 
keſt- the price and- — 
our” faith, and our piety. . Chat - 
the" tryal of your faith beins, much 
more precious then of Gold which . 
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2 which God often takes wherein 
© he glorifies his Wiſdom, and his 
| Power; in the prefervation of his 
: Church. When thou paſſeſt through 
 * theWaters, Twill bewith 
' - thee, and through the Rt- 
vers, they ſhall "nor overflow thee, 
: when thou walkeft through the fire, 
+ thou ſhalt not be burnt. As they 
- ; are uſyally accompanied with a 
_ ? new degree of grace, which God: 
y rr um c7 _ OI But 
2 God is faithful, who will © 
% hon NE to betemp- 3,000. 
Be. * a ee” ia - _ oy» 
3 ted above that ye are a= 
? ble; but xill with-the” temptation . 
| alſo” make a may. toeſcape, that yoa- 
1 may be able to bear it:+ As they” 
2 are. neceſſary chaſtifements for 
.'3 our amendment. . Before Z was 
7 afflifted I went wrong, but now I 
7 have kept thy word. Thus the true: 
} Believer looking upon the ſufte- 
Z rances of the Church with theſe- 
4 proſpeas, in lieu of being troubled 
Wan or: 
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of St. aul, when,, 
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wa CE} F f b [ b . by, ; *, 
| r. dej 7 : : C n a Ws fra) Fl h c | | 1 


651 tribulation... 


ricipares pa CAlamiicn aſking, 


woul@® be to_ tempt" God. 


| t God. Nay 
he flies from. them, and avoids. 
them as, much as-he can. lawfully.; 


but would. be. very ſorry to,exx, 
empt himſelf; from them. by any.. 


wicked .way, or to ſeek. his. reſt 


by any .relaxation of his Conſci-- 
ence,. or. any act of hypocriſie-; 
knowing that an upright . hearty, | 
and tongue, and. works, ; are. the; 
moſt , agreeable - things in _ the. 


World to God. And that he 
that. would have us as wiſe as Ser- 
pents;: 
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; pents, will alſo have:us as inno-" 
. centcagDoves.” Knowing more- 
| over that ſuth'-kind'of byaſlings 
| areinot only contrary to Chriſti- 
: att ſimplicity, which never per- 
* mits us to: do/ the- -leaft violence 

* ro our Conſcience, under any pre-' 
| tenes whatever, but they are al- 
| ſovery contrary to true prudence! 
; For beſides their drawing us from 

| under'the condii&t of God's blef. 

+ ſing, they make us, fall into re- 

k proachful : baſeneſs;. which ' gives 

; the World opportunity to preſs 
| things further, in hopes of ſuccee- 

| ding; ſo-that- the ſureſt way to be It 
| ever Wiſe as 'Serpents,. is to be. 

innocent as Doves. 

| Fourthly, They fall not into. 


| that other inconvenience, which 
' 


| 540 ordinary to unbelievers; who. 
7} take ſanctuary 1 in Furies, in 'Ged;- 
F tions, in-Cruelties and in Crimi- 
| nal Violences, to repell their Per- 
1 | Kcution. Yet he will not =o 
x c 
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k&t.an apology, tor his Cauke, for 
that. is. natural, juſt,. and- allow- _ 
able. * But- he will practiſe no St 
unjuſt and culpable ways, though ov 
he ſhould fnd.them never fo fa- 1h 
cile : For he. remembers. the ex- 1m: 
ample, of Chriſt Jeſus-his Saviour, | . 
who when he was rewiled reviled 180 
not again, and when. be ſuffered, he * 
threatued not, but committed him- 
fel, to-him that. judgeth Righte- 
;, 2 af the- affliction laſts, "Jon 
long, he. bears it patiently, with- * 
out emancipating himſelf ; bur. 
encourages his Piety,. to ſtop the. 
Current of. his .natural Tears, and. 71 
Complaints; but..however he. is WA 
far from cenceiving: the leaft re- 9 


bate, or averſion to the Religion. . 
which draws theſe, ſufferings up- 
on him: And with St. Paul. ? 
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ipared with the glory that ſhall be 


"revealed iu xs. Remembring that 
*1St; Fobn, writes, And toi him "that 


\overcometh, will I gue to-eat. of. 
[he Tree of Life, 'which- js in the 


midſt of Paradice. 
| Iconfefs it may happen that & 
1good Man may ſometimes be ſur- 


|priſed, ;and.overwhelmed, as it 
.WETE, with the; firſt motions of-. 
"fear, or hope, or ſome other illu- 


;ſions, which may preſent Extra- 


and unforeſgen- Objects 


ut, duch h funeſtous accidents have 
Ls sthree Charaders ; ; one, that 

rt. reſiſts them, and in- 
war rdly Combats what the mouth 
utters, , they are:thoſe kind of 
q hs which are;called a&ts of con- 
Nrainv; not but that they are-in 
tome reſpes- indeed voluntary, 
Þut they are voluntary in reſpect 
I ot the weakneſs of the Will, which, 
j800t; * ifcong, enough to <uppore 


funto'im,. as page Ste Zeter was; 
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it ſlf;-and-fo is ld'away" with 
its-falntmeſs;t16:that he Yoth- the 
ilt which I weld ?N6t;Vandab- | 
hors tr whetthe bomitilts it" Flie © | 
other: CharIteristhhr\elf6ſe" at-. 
lures continue not-long'in them | 
for as-ſo61i as-the heart _— 3 
ſhewers apupalnbyls Adtere TRE I n 
pentance-2Akid rurding her = ] ir 
uport Jeſs Clift, they) Sher with 
herb h 'piefeethe'Soul.” What | 
haſt rhbu done; ſay'thoſe terrible : 
looks; what-kaotheu denelWeakl ” | 
and: hn ec Dada Dir | 
haſt=dbandaned2 thy" Oenſdlthee; | 
and betray athe'richt Preaftite of F 
ny That, The haſt injIR g my 
ofomy! Sllyieich GHG mer | 
actoant” oPthe4 PIAKinp'of my. 
orievirig of the* ping | j 
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noated” thee with.” ' Then-in an þ 
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' fight becomesdarkneſs unto him, 
., and the dumbeſt and deadeſt 
© Creatures have mouths opened a- 
' gainſt him,to reproach his Crimes: 
: And thence.comes ſighs, and, the 
: bivtereſt Cries from his Soul. My 
. -. God, fays he, my Saviour have 
* | mercy upon me, correct me'not 
; inthy anger, neither chaſſiſe- 
? in'thy fury: And fo histont 
| Repentance: never” ceaſes, till*z 
_ 4 hathabſolutely repaired his Evil. 
'x} To' this may be” added a third 
4 Cliaraſter which'4s, Kh thee 
1 Gefeidents.cantior' "the moſt; 
[ fn *1boye ohie ton {riie Be. 
; | levers for 'the horrour of fuch 
 } enormous faults cannor' caſi thy, be 
- , btorted'out. of' the then ; 
2 abt Havefaid before, his ety for” 
7 tifieSic felf in its weakeſt” Þ aces; 
| and in thoſe parts' where it hath" 
2 been liableto fail, and. ſo is out. of 
1 an eſtate of being agatn {urprized. 


CHAP. 


ESE ay 
22 23 


[92] 


CHAP. VI. 


F; ifth Rule. To confider ones ſelf 


. in the refeffance that he hath 
_ in ſome ſtrong Temptation. 


- Here are bu very few 


ot Piety, if they be endued with 
any qualities that gives.them any 
conſideration _in. the Worlg, . but. 


they have light u n ſame dange- 
Th er ee Ver 


rous accidents, W 


tue and Faith have not been;-put - 
toa proof; though by the Grace. | 


af C they ] Fave not ſunk-under 
it, - And1 would: with. them to 
hy hold:of ſuch an opportunity, 


underſtand themſelves well in; 1 


and for that purpoſe let them 


makean exadt reflexion, how they 
ITE * ane freed ; axe reg 


ſons that make profefli b 
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2 from ſuch ſnares: For it will 
greatly contribute to the intended 
' Examination. 
' Tfthen they have been placed 
| ſometimes in great and fr 
* Temptations of the World ; as 
for Example, if perſons of high- 
: Power and Authority , perſons - 
: amiable and dear, have imploy'd 
_ } all the ſweetneſſes of their friend- 
_ ; ſhip, and all other motives that 
| are uſed upon ſuch occaſions, to 
: incline us to a change of Religi- 
| *4 on, oringage us into fome wic- 
] ked intrigue : in a word, to 
{ tempt us to make a Shipwrack of 
j our Vertue, and probity, by all 
7 manner of means; if S&ae hawbeen 
8 firm and unmoveable in ſuch an 
7 inſtance, *tis a very good ſign of 
4 the ſincerity of our Regeneration. 
JFor neither the ſtrength of our 
7Temper, nor fingle Moral or Ci- 
vil Vertue, nor the bare diſpoſiti- 
42 ons-towards Picty, are get ca- 
4 pable 
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94] J 
;pable of. reſiſting a great intereſi } » 
;of eſtabliſhing aFamily, or aſplen- 7 tt 
did Elevation, or the. alluring », c 
:Charms.of tender friendſhip, and 4 
Na perfwalion, | 
_ © But, you. mult not ſtop here, 7. 

for 1t, may. happen ſometimes 7}. 
.that a Man may defend himſelt 2 
rom * theſs, temptations, either 
_out..of Ihumopur without ; being a- 4 ſt 
-ble to give.a good reaſon; or ſome he 
Jentiment of vain,glory, whereby ? oY 
he thinks ſome honour, and merit 3*H 


' 
0 
7 
0 


3.7 


1.1 
redounds to himſelf, or by ſome % . ej 
helps,of Birth and Education, or } : 
- ſome conſigerations.of eſteem and } 1; 
friendſhip, :which.they may have } js 
for others : though I confeſs this | tf 
happens very rarely, or never,to 4 . fy 
.perions. that haye any little, de- | 
gree of reaſon. Can a 'Soul pol | - 
Ra with fel-love, in whom the! * 2h 
Tdeasof the World rule,.be capable |- 
of ſtanding firm, againſt a great}*  h; 
hope, thats certain, and preſent, || 

| : wWhuci i 
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| which operates with, all thoſe 

! things, which, have the aſcenden- 
M cy.over the Spirit, and all the al- 
+ lurements that can engage the 
43 heart,2.,Cam it, I fay, reſiſt them 
J .With;a bare obſtinacy.,or a 4jgned 


1"der bands of,good Birth, or, Edu- 
1 cation, which loſe moſt of. their 
3 of Jeng as ſoon, as one, gets .Qut 
s Clilhoog, or. by conlide: 

Fati PL. of ceem, and. humane 
Priorh.of which are.ſetdom very 
efficacious > Tis much more to be 
reſumed, . and more juſt, to be- 
ewe, that the Idea of God'only 
1 3s capable, . of triumphing. over 
| go objects. - NeyerthelelsI will 
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2 :that every one. would .exa- 
E ſet .themſelves upon this: ſuppo- 
|} tion ::,..That they would-recol- 
|- & their memories, what they 
have felt upon ſuch grand -Oc- 
-PFTenges, and it me find ey 

Ve 


| Joy, of. Contradidion, ,05 the ſkn- 


4. upp - that it,,is- poſſible, and 


| have beer vitorious by the” fo- |) © 
| lidity of Vertue, and'by' the fear || © 
of God, when they have had pro- |} *!? 


' miſes of advancement in their |} ' 
' largeſt extent, when there hath || ©! 
CE . | been no doubt, nor revocation of | — 
s | them, nay when there hath not || © 
bk | been an-iaſcnſibility of the obli- |- 


ging Charms which they have 
been graced with, and yet if theye 
|  char"# haye been Conquered, by placing 
j the greateſt intereſt upon Piety, 
| - and ſetring that in Opbolrian 
s _ all Temporal intereſt, and | 
s that the ſuavittes of the grace of | 
God: hath ſwallowed up alt hu- | 
[81 © mane blandiſhments ;''then you | 
d |. : need not be dubious, you may be | 
I | fatisfied of your heart, and be || 
- afſured that it is the product of | 
Af -a true: regeneration : It'is not an 
- _ effe&t of fleſh' and bload, 'tis the | 
W | efic&t of the Spirit, and an aflifi- | 
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ance received from above. [1 
thall only add that if the Tempta- 
_ | tion 


( 


«i. - 4 Vu "7" a _ 
« of, Es 0 
Os > n \, 56i $ * us F A 
Co ABEL os HAD as 


oy, RE T* 
CER LE 


Dew. ho 
3D * 


wo - '£ 3 a. #4 Kt +. IS, B-n - 
So hl. La WIR ee oe; % Ate ONE IONY 


ds 


[97] 


. 


tion hath not been momentary, 
but of a long continuance, and 
that with the addreſs,and ſtrength 
there hath alſo been added much 
Afliduityz the judgment that is 
made of ſuch a victory, is certain 
and demonſtrative, 

Theſe kindproofs are excel- 
ſent touch-ſtones, wherewith we 
may attain to the knowledge of 
themſelves; and when a pious Man 
hath had the experience of them 
ﬀ ought to bleſs God, and ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs that hath 
allowed him ſo bleſt an opportu- 


nity, to ſhew his duty towards 
' him, and to aſſure himſelf of his 


Salvation; and again to bleſs hum 
for upholding him in fo great a 
Combat. He muſt alſo adore 
the ways of his Wiſdom and Di- 
vine Providence in regard of his 
Children, that employs ſuch Ma- 
{ſter-pieces of his Power, to Seal 


more firmly upon their Souls the 
| F 


truth 


by 7. , 


TED [98] 3 
truth of their Ele&ion. © Men? 
have their ends, but God in the}! 
very permitting them to. act Con-P 
Farmably to their own intentions, | 
;makes uſe of their Miniſtry to! 
-brivg to pals the very contrary of | 
that which they thought andÞ}* 
deſigned ; how happy is a righ- 
-teous Man, when God is pleaſed Þ 
in- this. manner 'to deal with 
Notwithſtanding he muſt take 
-great care not to abuſe ſuch fe-F 
Hexions, for it under the pretenceP | 
- that a -Man is happy when he 
hath undergone ſuch tryals, he 
: ould .imagine that he ought toÞ 
feek for-them, and to that pur-| 
-poſe ſhould expoſe himſelf volun-|þ 
-rarily unto them, it would be the 
-higheſt 'temerity, and ' a Crime 
-that' would not 'go unpuniſhed, 
One' cannot 'too much diſtfuſt Þ 
.ontes' own” weakneſs, and with- 
-0at- an extraordinary. Revelation, 
$:134KS by none 
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1 none canpromiſe themſelves Gods | | 
! affiftance at the moment ofdan- | 
1] ger; much leſs that he will help 
4 hint when he runs into it, inſtead 
[| of avoiding it, . If it were..only 
"Þ| to humble and chaftiſe r us, for our 
| ſfogreat” prefumption, it may. be 
{ that God. will purpoſely Meliver 
| us up to our own infirmity; and 
it is more likely that he will deal 
| fo'witH us, rather then ſuſtain.us, 
{ Phen we' are fo audacious, as to 
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"| | 22 brave our perils and dangers. 

"| We mufft thenendegvour toavoid 

©} ſich kind —_ tations, fly from \;W 

FH things:th may” lead its into 164: | 

ol. =—_— and" Liter teati” towards Wo 

"| the ballaſt of fear theh Judarity. Vo 

i} But when ever it * 'plcafes Gog to = 

©} call us nnto them by the * ingvita- _. 

. 'Ble courſe of his- Ea "tis 1Þ/ 

; | fien that. weare"obli ed to mhy- Ws 
fter ypalf our Grace {and them At: 

-| we may relic upon' © affiflatice OI 
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; = help of the Holy Spirit.  \ 


{.xoo ] 


<_—T_ 


"EMAP. VE. » 


_ .The ſeventh Rule. To Examine | 
the progreſs one hath made, and | 
pe. vr ahi Piety with Su | 
perſtztions, . | 


6 bo forge nothing which isÞþ 
,;. necetlary 1n this Examina- 

-tion, one muſt: conſider ones ſelf, 
:12 my, opinion, in all the ſeveral | 
Ages of our lives, to ſee the pro- 
reſſes we have made.in Holineſs, 
and Chriſtian. piety.: . For if- we fe 
find that we have: been formerly | w 
ſubje& to ſuch or. ſuch Vices, and | it 
ſuch or ſuch'Failings ; and that | fo 
we. have. corrected the Conſe. || in 
quences of them. by the care we | hi 
.have applied, or by the fear of | G 
God, and Religious principles, tis || ar 
s good ſign,” All Picty hath it: 
L. - 7 ur 
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7 weakneſſes, and imperfeCtions; 
{ but they reſemble thoſe of Chitd- + 
7 hood which are bettered every” 
4 day, and' not like thoſe of Age 

| which grow on to a cuſtom. An* 


| unregenerate Man is: like a Set-" 


; 

| ting Sun, whoſe light and luſtre” 

; diminiſhes by little and little, and 
| ſuddenly ſets into night,and dark-. 

i neſs; or a ſick perſon 'who dies: 

| by Inches, and inſenſibly draws: 

| near to his Sepulchre. But a true 

| Chriſtian,- quite otherwiſe, is like 

| the Riſing Sun, whio aſcends, and 
| gains ſtrength as he mounts high- 


: 
k 
; 
} 
» 


| erand higher; he is a ſick per-+ 


ſor indeed, but in his recovery; 
| who+ though yet weak gathers: 
ſtrength every day, and gains 
ſomething upon his - Diſeaſe, be- 
| 1ng advancing by degrees towards: 
his Health and Recovery: from- 
Glory- to Glory, ſaith St. Pazl, 
and from Faith-to Faith; which: 
expreſſion, notes the inſeparable: 


Fe 1 


. FX . 
increaſe of . true Regeneration. 


If then- in our Examination of |! 
our ſelves, we can but find out |} 
this CharaQter; let us rejoice. in |: 
the grace of God; for it is one. of 
the happieſt Indications. we can Þ 
wiſh. | But if on the contrary we | 
make . ng progreſs, but. go. back | 


inſtead of. advancing, and return 


daily to. the Warld from which 


the Divide: Vocatian ought to ſe- 
parate us; tis. a fad and tuneſtous 


ſign: And therefore the Apoſtle | 
fearce ſpeaks. in all. Rix Bpifles of | 


any thing, but of encrealing and 
going forwards. Be ye filled, 
faith he, with the knowledge of the 


Col. + Spiritu; 
re dom and Spiritual. Un- 


derſtanding, that ye- might walk | 


worthy of the Lord mato-.all well- 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increalmg.- in the know- 


ledge of God.; And in ;another 
place, he fays; From: who -the 


whole 
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Will of God, in all Wiſ- i 
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1 whole body fitly joyned 
2 together, aud compatted 
1 by that which every joynt ſupplieth, 
4 according to the effettual working 
7 1n" the meaſure of every part, ma- 
1 keth zncreaſe of the body, unto th? 
{| edlrfying of it ſelf in love, And 
in his Epiſtle to the Philippians 
/ he-propofes himſelf as an Exam- 
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ple on this point, Forgettinz, faith 


| he, thoſe things which are behind, 
| and reaching forth unto 
| thofe things which are be- ©. 
| fore « T preſs towards the mark, for 
| the prize of thehigh Calling of God 
| 2n Chriſt Feſas, | | 


 - Butaboveall that we have faid 

| hitherto, it is moſt important to- 
| compare true Piety with ſuperſti- 
| tious Piety, that we might make 
| ajudgment from thence. For it. 
{ we caſt our hes upon falſe Religi- - 
| Ons, at the firſt ſight they look 
as if they made as great. impreſ-- . 
| flons upon the heartsof their Vo- 
| k A faries,-, 
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taries, as true Religion can make | 


upon the heartsot the faithful ; 


tion, an equal zeal, and a readi- 
neſs for all which they eſteem, to 
be for the glory of God. Each 
of them ſerve him in their own 
way, according to the Idea they 
have formed &f him, and endea- 
vour by the fear of him, to live 
without reproach amongſt Men. 
tis therefore very neceſſary to 
diſtingaiſh this, for our better 
Conſolation, and the better to 
eſtabliſh 'our Picty in all re 

gards. | 0. 
Firſt then, That which a Su- 
perſtitious Perſon calls Piety and 
Devotion, conſiſts for the moſt 
part in vicious actions, which. can- 
not be agreeable to God; and a 
deluded Conſcience often per- 
forms them. Their good inten- 
tion 1s abuſed, their zeal is with- 
gut knowledge, and their Prayers 
are 


one ſees in both a like good inten- [ 


Pb 1 Nee "W" 
RO OR ENS - 
, 


[1 05 F ; 
are injurious to God ; nay their- 
- (4 very promptitude: to ſerve him, . 
1- [1 is but a readineſs to diſhonour- 
. 7 binrin effte@: For what honour, 
Fbeſeech' you, can we do-to God, 
when we imagine Childiſh acti- - 
n | ons-are delightful unto him, as: 
7 || all Superſtitious aCtions are; which . 
- | ax Worldly wiſe man himſelf can - 
| make no account of 2 What ho-- 
 nour can accrue to him in fancy--- 
! ing, as a Superſtitious Man doth; . 
| that one fins and offends the Di- - 
vine Majeſty of God, by indiffe- - 
rent actions, which have:nothing : 
| 1n themſelyes thar :is-vicious; - or : 
. | irregular; and neyertheleſs they - 
; | make them matters -of  Conſet-- 
- | ence ?- What honour-can redound * 
. | to-him in giving him that Wore - 
, | ſhip,: which corrupts that Spirt - 
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| ritual, Immaterml and infinite Idea : 184 
which we. ought to have of: him . 4g 


according to the: verity -of his «i 
| Nature 2 What honour .1s it-.to - 
. | F 0: mim: . 
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him; to-uſe thoſg atts of Religion 
which ſyppoſes in- a Creature. a 
participation- of -that Infinity, 
which: is ſo very peculiar to.God 


. that it cannot be Communicated 


to any other but himſelf > What 
honaur'is it to him; ta_ imagine 
to appeaſe his. wrath, or expiate 
fins by: actions. which have no 
mpg either with our Of- 
fences. or. his. Jaſtice 2 What ho- 
Nour can 1t be to. him when, 1n- 
ſtead of that Worſhip which Chritt 
Jeſus calls worfſhipping him in 
Spirit, and .in Truth, which is in- 
deed only worthy of God; we uſe 
only. a. Worſhip: of Pomp and 


Worldly Magnificence , which ; 


confiſts in Exterior things, and 
wholly inveagles the Sences, ? 


What honour can be done to him 


when we make part of his Wor- 
ſhip andour Devotions toredound 
upon-dead and inanimate Crea- 
tures, which we.make, as it were, 


inter- 


as ine Goth wed waz tt hot as © an od am wo £A an 4 <4 ide 
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4 interpoſers between him and us - - i 


1 What honour do we do him, 
4 when we eſtabliſh his ſervice,not © 
] ſingly in thoſe things he hath . 
; commanded us, but.in voluntary: - 
Devotions, whica are the inven- 
tions of Men, and have no other -- 
; recommendation but humane Au- 
; thority ? "Tis then certain, That : 
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| any Man who reflects upon theſe - 
| ; things, ard finds. his Piety and-. 

Devotion of another. Claſlis and . FM 
' þ Order, diſingaged, free and puri- - j 


| fied from this droſfs, which is nos : 
| Evangelical; hath great cauſe of. .N 
| joy*, and reaſon. to bleſs - God,. þþ 
| for having ſhewed him a better . | 
Way. 
| Tis fit nevertheleſs -to make: 
| | two obſervations here, the one - 
| of which is, That although we-- 
| profeſs 2 Religion whoſe Wor-- 
ſhip is pure, yet let us watch leaſt: 
we fall into Superftition, when - 


: 
+ BE 
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ſufficient to praftiſe exterior acti- 


ons, to acquit our ſelves of the 
duties of Religion, as goings in- 


to publick Congregations, atten-. 
tively hearing of the Word of 
God, and being regularly preſent 


at Prayers, and other things of 
that nature ; I fay, we muſt not 
fancy theſe acts to be the chief, 
and principal aQtions.. of Devoti- 


on : For it would be changing 


of good into evil, for theſe aas. 


though good in their bare uſe, 


which is to be ſigns and exerci- 
ſes of the inward Devotion of the 


Soul, and means.of - confirming, 


oradvancing us in-Piety, become 
abſolutely Superſtitious, when we 
make them the Totals, or Capi- 


cals of Piety, becauſe the truth of 


God and his Eſſence,confiſts in an 
iateriour Worſhip. 

The ſecond obſervation is to- 
be concerning another abuſe, that 
we may iall into that is not leſs 
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rnicious, v/z. To imagine that 


all theſe atts of outward Devoti- 


on.are not neceſlary in the ſer- 
vice of God, that we may neg- 
le& them without troubling our 


Conſcience; under the pretence. 


that they are. not the principal, 


and may be abuſed and. turged 
- into- Superſtition .: For indeed 


though they be not eſſentials of 
true Piety and Holineſs, yet ne- 


vertheleſs they are indiſpenſably:- 


neceflary from the reaſons:I men- 


| tioned before; which #*that they 


| 2 A 9, 
are ſigns-and exerciſes of our Pie-- 


ty. and Devotion, and good means 
of confirming us. Therefore a. 
true Regenerate Man, equally a- 
voids both theſe Rocks ; his in-- 


ward Soul is Conſecrated unto . 
God, but nevertheleſs he negleds. 


not outward: Worſhip and De- 


| Votion- 


In the ſecond place, T fay that 
the Devotion of: a. ſuperſtitious. 
; perſon. 
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Perſon' differs from a righteous 
Mans in the impreſſions which 
they both make'in the heart, and 
in the effects likewiſe which they 
produce from it. As for Exam- 
ple, you muſt not imagine that 
the perſwaſion that we have of 


errour, is equal to that we have 


of truth. 1 know that St. Paul 
fays; That God for this cauſe ſhall 


| ſend them ſtrong elelufron, 


: Theſ 2. that they ſhould believe 
a lye, that they all might be dam- 
wed who believed not the truth. 


- But that defigns not a parity of 
_ Efficacy ; for a deceived Spirit is 


like a Man aſleep, who raves af 
ter the Images of his dreams, who 


15 not ſenſible of the falſeneſs of. 
them, yet nevertheleſs cannot 


have the confidence of them, as 
a man fully awake hath in thoſe 
objeCts he ſees or feels. *Tis ig- 
norance, pre-occupation;and con- 


fuſion, that produces..a falſe per. . 


ſwaſion, 
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ſwaſion;. but light and diſtintion. 


| brings forth atrue ſentiment. 


I.fay alſo the ſame of Confi- 
dence and Truſt, that which a 
ſincere. Piety gives, hath another 
manner of torce-then that which 


comes from Superſtition ; for the 


firſtis an inward voicetrom God, 
which makes it ſelf known to the 


| Conſcience of Man, by the teſti- 


mony of: the Holy Ghoſt ; but 
the ſecond is only an imagination 
that hath no ſolidity, for it is an 
amuſing-of the Conſcience, which 
charms, as one may fay, its inquie- 


| tudes for ſome time, . and diverts 


1ts troubles; but the.firſt is a true. 
Tranquillity, a Peace which re- 


| moves all occaſions of fear, and 


ſubſtitutes in their place, cauſes. _ 


| of Joy and Conſolation. This is 
a Peace which ariſeth from the 


experience of conſideration, and. 
which bears up it ſelf on all oc-_ 
| caſions when it. ought to diſplay 
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its vertue ; whereas - the: other 
will certainly fink down, if it be: 
put: to the tryal ; that is to. ſay, 
it we ſearch carefully into the: 
grounds and principles, that it: 
hath to defend it felt againſt ter- 
rible objects. A falſe Confidence 
vaniſhes and forſakes a Man in: 
great afflictions, in the approa- 
ches* of Death and: Judgment ; |} 
whereas a true one endures at | || 
thoſe times and Triumphs.  þÞ| 

- Concerning the love:of God, 
# we may ſay Superſtition in- 
fpires any ſentiments of it;.we: 
muſt not doubt but they are-ve-- 
ry difterent from thoſe of a true 


. Chriſtian. For this love is whol- 


ty in the ſuperiour part of the 
Soul, wholly in the. new Man, 
wholly purified from - earthly 
things, wholly diſengaged from 
the Senſes. But that of a ſuper- 


ſtitious Man hath its principal 


ſeat in the paſſions; it 1s rather. 
Carnal 


med © ay ft h# "Y W 
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Carnal then Spiritual, and bath 


more of Sence then Religion. 


{ From whence it comes to paſs 


that this laſt is ordinarily indif- 
creet and impertous, like to the 


flame of a Feavour, or the vio- 


lence of @ Torrent ; whereas the 


true one is more calm, like to 


natural heat, or to a River which: 


runs ſoftly. That of the ſuperſti- 


tious Man is abſolutely of the 
fame nature with its principle ; 
facly as is the Idea which he hath 
of God, ſuch is the love whick- 


ariſeth from it. Again as we 
have ſaid, the perſwaſion that we 


have of: Errour is very much- 
weaker then that which we have 


of truth, ſo we muſt acknow- 


ledge that this love which Er-- 


| rour produceth, never poſſeſſeth 


| the heart: with that force, nor is 
| ſo-firmly rooted as a ſincere and 


| true one ; this laſt penetrates and 


Þ. reigns there, the other, if-I dare- 
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| ſo expreſs my ſk, poſſeſſes only 


the ſuperficies, whilſt ſelf-love al- 
ways keeps. the firſt rank, and 
dwells in the. bottom. 

This 1s then beyond all theſe 


differences, and in general beyond 


all the Characters that I have gi- 
ven hitherto, which I defire that 
a Man examine himſelf by, it he 
would. know himſelf well, and be 
aſſured of the truth of his Rege- 
neration ; not that I pretend that 
all. the World. is- capable of fol- 
lowing exatly theſe Rules after 


one. another, nor- of examining, 


themfeives punCtually by them ; 
for this requires knowledge and 
experience ; and- how many are 
there- which have but little of ei- 
ther, and yet-1n their ſimplicity, 
they: continue.ro live in the fear 
of God, to feel a ſenſe of him in 


their Souls. ' But if they are not 
altogether proper for the Wet 
| they may ſerve however thoſe 


who 
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who have ſome -rife and advance- 
ment in knowledge; and if they 
will but be attentive, I hope 


there will be but few. perſons, 
who will not reap ſome fruit from 
them. 
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The Eighth Rule. To Examine 


oue's preſent State.” 


| | A Eter having examined that 
| £{ Þ great quettion, whether we: 


are or are not true ' Chriſtians, 
whether we have or have not 4 
true Communion - with Jeſus 
Chrift, we: muſt go on further; 
and before we undertake to draw 


near to the Holy Table, when 


we ſhall have ſuppoſed that we 
Fe truly regenerated, we 'mulſt 
know 'afo what is the preſent e- 
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ſtate of our Souls. For a true 
Chriſtian may be in two different 
ſtates, in an eſtate of Righteoub 
neſs, or in.an eſtate of Sin ; in 
an eſtate_of Peace with God, re-- 


joicing without any obſtructions: 
. in the ſentiments of his love, and 


of his favour ; or in an eſtate of 
diſgrace and.trouble with God, 
caſt away from. his preſence, and 
deprived of the marks of his good 
will and favour: David before 
his Crime of Adultery with Bath- 


ſheba, and his Murdering ©riah, 


was in the firſt ſtatez and -in the 
ſecond, after he was fallen into 


| thoſe enormous ſins. St. Peter 


was.m the firſt when Chriſt ad-- 
mitted him to the Holy Supper, 
which he celebrated at-the Paſfo-- 


verwith his Diſciples; and fell in-. 


tothe ſecond a few hours aſter, 


when he denied his Maſter 1n the- 


Palace'of the High Prieft, "Tis 
then- very neceſfary | before we 
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' come to the Sacrament of the Eu- 
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| © ſelves- again about-this Article. 
For 'tis certain that we very of- 
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' ©. more or leſs conſiderable, which 
| -looſens the ſtate of our Righte- 
ouſneſs, and draws upon us the 
wrath of God ; and the*worlt of 
all is that we fall aſleep as it wete 

in it, either from our hearts lo- 
ving to deceive it ſelf therein, or 
ſome other 4ll prineiple. How- 
ever it comes, we often take no 

| heed that we are fallen into 
'Crimes : Or if we do take no- 
tice of it, we diminiſh the Idea 
of them, and are but a little trou- 
bled. And if we come in that 
ſtate to the Communion,we muſt 

| not doubt but we receive it un- 
worthily, and draw down puniſh- 
ments inſtead of Divine 'Benedi- 

| <tons upon our ſelves. 


But 


chariſt, that we Examine our 


ten fall into faults, which are 
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ſoc John i 


-and the other of ſin; 
. we are ever in ſin; 'and haye ever 


(x18) 
But you' wilt fay, what then, 


isthere any ſtate of 8/true Chri- 


ſtian whilſt he-is in this World, 
= called a ſtate of righ- 
2 Is it poſſible that we 
may be bamkiincs free from ' fin - 
Is it” not: thei perpetual condition 


of the juſt Man to fall ſeven times 


a day FAnd doth not St. Fohy 


Aay, i we ſay that. we have no fon, 
we” deceive our ſelves, - 


and the truth'ss hot in us ? 
It ſeems then we cannot make 


this diſtin&tion of two' ſtates of 


a Chriſtian, one of- ir, egy 
1:ce indeed 


need to ſay what Jeſas Chriſt hath 


_ *put 1n our Mouths pngve Us Oh? 
treſp aſſes. | Jt 
-Jþ Ds that it 15'true, we chin 

perfoft 

righteoufneſs whilſt we are #9 this 

World, and this is that which'we 
have fogpaſed from the begin- 


never have a full- and 


ning 
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ning of this Treatiſe. Tt is not 


that which we underſtand by this 


ſtate of Righteouſneſs, which we 
ſpeak? There are two forts of 
ſins, ſome which are much more 
light, and others which are more 
enormous; ſome which much leſs 


| _ offend the true form of Regenc- 


ration, and Combat it more at a 
diſtance, others which are much 


| more contrary, and more direct- 


| ly oppoſite to it; ſome for which 


the Conſcience hath more hor- 
rour, and others for which it hath 
leſs. For Example, we will con- 
clude, that an idle word, or a lye 


about indifferent things, an ex- 


ceſs of divertiſment, an 1indifcre- 
tion, are things which much leſs 
oppoſe true Piety and Juſtice; 


"then the — of a Mur- 


der, or Perjury, or Calumny, or 


. a violent tranſport of Paſſion, or 
Infidelity. When then a Man 
finds hinelf not guilty of yy " 
thelte 


[1:0] 


theſe ſort of Crimes, we call that 


a {tate of Righteouſneſs, not that 
to ſpeak .properly, it hath no ſins; 
but becauſe a Man finds himſelf 
not charged with any of thoſe 
great faults, which deprive him 
of the actual ſenſe of God's love, 
and put him under his' fatherly 
anger. 

_ ToExamine a Man's ſelf well 


upon this point, we muft not 1n-: 


fiſt ſimply upon notorious crimes, 
which humane Laws themſelves 
puniſh, as it he ought to believe 
himſelf righteous, when he ſhall 


find himſelf neither guilty of 


Murder, nor Adultery, nor Rob- 
bery: He muſt go further and 
make reflexions upon the thoughts 
of his heart, upon the words of 
his mouth, and the ats of his 


hands, upon his deſigns, and his 


deſires, to ſee if he hath not com- 


mitted ſome injuſtice againſt his - 


Neighbour, or ſome impiety a- 
Ko ge ba gainſt 
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Supper ; ſince it is upon theſe 


| holy occaſions that we renew our 


Covenant with God, and it we 
deſire' to do it faithfully; we muſt 
follow this order. 

We ſhould firſt take the Law 


d. God, and ſtay upon all the 


articulars one after another, and 


conſiderevery one of them in all 
their extent, and in their divers 


degrees, and ſhould remember 
that which 'is commonly ſpoken 
for' a general explication of this 
Eaw; to wit, That-it' commands 
not only our outward actions as 
\ humane Laws do, -but alſo reach- 
a to the inward: motions of the 
G Soul, 


rn  * 
| gainſt God himſelf; and ina word, 
| if he have not diſhonoured the 
\ Cliriftian Profeſſion. by ſome 
| unworthy thing. . This is that 
|- which a good Man ought to do 
| every day, but he ought particu- 
| larly/to do when God calls him 
| to the Communion of the Lord's 
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Soul, and the Conſcience, which | 


are all known to God; that-un- 


der the negative commands: the þ 
affirmative are comprized , and | 
under the affirmative the nega- | 
tives that is to ſay, when it for- Þ 
bids us to do any evil, it enjoins 


us at the ſame time to do the con- 


trary good, and when it com- 


mands us to do any good, it for- 
bids us alſo to do the evil which 
:s oppoſite to it ;. that when it 
remarks any genus of good - or 


evyl, it tacitly remarks allo all the } 


ſpecies of it, that is to fay for Ex- 
ample; when it forbids us ſteal- 
L gn general, it forbids all the 

different manners of ſeizing, upon 
other Mens Goods : That when 


it expreſics it ſelf. in one ſpecies, 


it underſtands all others of the 
fame order.; ,when it forbids falſe 
witneſs, it forbids alſo all other 
ways by which we may unjuſt- 
ty blacken the reputation of our 
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| | Neighbour. That when it for« 
- Þ bids any evil or commands any 
> þ good, it forbids or commands all | 
| | that which may naturally carry ' 
- | us tot, as when it forbids ſtea- 
- | ling, it forbids luxury and excef- - 
| ſive expences becauſe they natu- 
| 
j 
# 
1 


' rally lead to it. In fine, when it 
| forbids or commands any thing, 
- | it forbids or commands all the 
| | degrees of it: As when it for- 
; | bids murder, it forbids hatred, des 
fire of revenge, quarrels, and out- 
 þ rages, which are as degrees of 
- | Murther. Thus in applying to 
| ourſelves this Law part after part 
wemay know wherein we have . 
violated it, and wherein we have 
obſerved. 
2. It will be good alſo in this '" 
Examination to inſiſt not only þ 
_ upon fins of commiſſion, but alſo '* | 
upon fins of omiſſion ; that a * F 
. Man recall before his eyes, the ol 
divers occaſions which are pre- it 
G 2 ſented 
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ſented to him, wherein he was 
obliged to do good, to ſee in what 
manner he received them, and 
how he hath acquitted them, and 
if he hath not let many paſs with- 
out hearkening to either his Vo- 


_ cation, or his Duty, or the moti- 


ons of his Conſcience. . It ſo much 
the more concerns us to enter in- 
to theſe conſiderations, as it is ve- 
ry eaſie and very ordinary for us 
to benegligent in it.  'Moſt times 
we believe our ſelves to. be in a 


very good eſtate, when we per- | 


ecive not our ſelves guilty of any 
of thoſe great ſins, which make 


.a-quick impreſſion upon our fpi- 


rit. But as for fins of omiſſion 
we have little troubleabout them : 
For: ſuch is the nature of our 
hearts, that we are very much at- 
tected with what we do, but lit- 
tle with that which we do not. 


Yet it is certain that the ſins of | 
emiſſion are not little, and that 


there 


4” 
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| there is but little difference be- 
| tween-a Man who kills his Neigh- 
| bour, and he who by his fault lets. 
| him miſerably periſh, when he is 


| by his Vocation to ſuccour and 
| fave him. 


3- A good Man muſt conſider 


| himſelf alſo in all the relations 
| Which he hath with the Civil So- 
| Elety, with the Church, with his 


cording, to the rank and degree 


Family, with his Profeſſion, ac- 


F which he 1s in. By this means 


he will eaſily diſcover the faults 
which he hath committed againſt 
his duty, and the negligences in- 


| to which he might be fallen. In 


general we ought in the quality 


of Men, to live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
| ly,and godly. But there are par- 


y 15 


ticular duties:.to which we are 


obliged by theſe relations ; a Fa- 


ther owes a duty to his Children, 
and a Child to his Father ; a Ma- 
giſtrate to the People, and the 
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- People to. their Magiſtrate ; the 


Miniſter to his Flock, and the |þ 
Flock to their Miniſter, we owe |þ 
a duty one to another. It con- 
cerns every one then, to ſee in | 
what manner he hath governed | 
himſelf towards his Superiours, þ 
Inferiourgand Equals. It fierce- F 
neſs or hardneſs of heart, or pa- | 


£2 _——_—_—_— —_— UV «C 


-Nion, or prejudice, or intereſt, or | 


humane conſiderations, have not | 
made him commit injuſtices 4- | 
gainft his. inferiours. It Envy, | 


Rebellion, the ſpirit of Liberty, 


inclination to cenſure and detra- | 
'Etings, have not made him do Þ 
things contrary to the reſpect | 


which he owes to his Superiours. | 


If Ambition, Pride, Jealoufie, or 


Anger, have not made him fin a- 


gainſt the Law .of Charity and | 
Equity which he owes to his E- 


quals. 


4 Every one of us in particu- 


br muſt enter into his own Con- 
: | ſcience 
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ſcience, to ſee there in what man- 
ner. we have anſwered the fa- 


vours that God hath done us. 


And here we ought to ſet before: 
our Eyes all theſe mercies, and: 
conſider how great the Divine 


_ goodneſs hath been towards us, 


how it hath not ceaſed for ſo long. 
a time to add blefling to bleſſing ; 


| 1n examining the number, the 


reatneſs, the value, we ought to 
conſider all the circumſtances 


"which raiſe them: Aﬀter this it 
will be eafie to judge if we are 


not fallen into a black ingrati- 


. tude, and if we have: not given 


him cauſe to complain -of us, as 


| he did once of his Vineyard, of 
\which he had taken all poſſible 


care, and yet it brought forth no- 
thing but wild G1apes. 


But it is not only neceſlary that 


we examine our ſelves about our 
enormous faults, whether of com- 


miſſion -or omiſſion, againſt .God : 
4 7 Or-- 


*- "68 
or againſt Men; but we muſt alfo 
caſt our;eyes upon our leſſer ſins. | 
For though aMan find himſelf ex- 
empt:/from the: firſt; yet if he be 
loaden with a great number of 
thoſe of the ſecond order, we can- 
not. ſay - that - he 1s 1n a ſtate of 
Righteouſneſs Fas by the .con- 
courſe of many little Diſtem- 
pers, a conſiderable Diſeaſe arifeth 
which puts theHife in danger, fo 
many light offences. of divers 
kinds,-make an aſſembly or body 
of iniquity, which cannot : but 
bring the-juſt wrath vt-God upon 
a Man, and interrupt the courſe 
of his Juſtification ; and becauſe 
© theſe light offences -eſcape the 
-memory, we have the moxe need 
after the 'ſtrifteſt Examination 
that we can- make,to-imitate Da- 
vid, ſaying with him; Who can un- 
's derſtand. his Errours *? 
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CHAP. IX. 
. Theſe of this Examination. | 


 'He Conclufton of this. Exa> - 


mination, after we have 
done it exactly, is the moſt im- 
portant of all :. For all that we 


ſhould- have performed hitherto, 
would'be very Vain, it we db not 


reduce all the knowledge we have 
g2ined upon our ſelves to ſome 


good uſe. But what is this uſe 


That in my opinion no perſon 


| can be ignorant. of. For it is .a 
_ deep humiliation of our ſelves in 
the preſence of God, a.condemn- 


ing of our ſelves before his face, 
a vigorous and. bitter grief for ha- 
ving offended him, a holy and. 


ardent recourſe to his Mercies, by 
_ thefatisfattion and interceſſion of 
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Tefus Chriſt. For.after we have 
made this juſt and neceſſary ſcru- | 
tiny into our lives : Alas ! we | 
ſhall find too many cauſes of Re- | 
pentance,and,eſteeming our ſelves | 


as nothing in his ſight; for what | 


Man is there that ought not to 
fay with the Prophet? Enter not 
1 0 Fudament with thy | 
e145 Servant, for in thy fight | 
ſhall no Man living be juſtified. If | 
Pal. 130 thou, Lord, wilt be ex- || 
"1? tream to mark what is | 
alone amiſs, who may abide it 2 Our | 
fins ſhall ariſe on all ſides, and | 
ſent themſelves before us, they | 
will ſhew their Number, and 
their Horrour; and placing them | 
with that Righteouſneſs and per- 
et Holineſs, which the Calling | 
and Goſpel of . Jeſus Chriſt re- | 
quires of us, 'tis not poſſible but | 
our Souls fhould be much moved |: 
and terrified thereby. Yet let 
us not turn away our eyes, as We | 
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are uſed to do from difagreeable 
ſights ; but contrarywiſe Jet us. 


fix them well in our ſight and 


Meditations,and draw from them 
all that it is poſſible to affrighten - 


and confound us. . A verbal Con- 


feſſion, an exteriour humility, a . 


volatile grief, and a momentary: 
Contrition - are not ſufficient: 


"There muſt be an entire, and a 

ſincere Repentance, which whol- - 
ly takes up the heart, and pene- 
trates the Conſcience,if we would 


have it delightſul to God... 

After theſe motions, a hearty 
and ardent recourſe to the Divine 
Mercies muſt ſucceed, by: the in- 


eftable price of the blood of 
our Redeemer; and to this -ettect,- 
remember the gracious words . 


that God ſpeaks by hisProphet un- 


_ tous, faying; As I live, ſaith the 


Lord, 7 have no pleaſure | 


, i =. Ezek, 5 os 
inthe death of the wicked, 33 , 
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live. Yea, Like as a Father piti- 
eth his Children, fo is the 
Lord merciful unto them 

that fear him : Look how wide al- 
fo the Baſt is from the Weſt, ſo far 
hath he ſet our fins from us. The 
Ford 1s full of compaſſion and mercy, 
long ſuffering and of great goodneſs. 
—_—_ ; Though your fins be as 
mw Scarlet, they ſhall be as 
white as Snow. And'if any Man 
eats. - fin, we have an A4vocate 
*.* with the Father, Jeſus 
Chrift the Righteous ; and he is the 
Propitiation for our fins. He is 
Rap w; able to ſave them to the 

” - uttermoſt, that come un- 
#0 God by him. Let us therefore 
Het 4 £9* boldly unts the 
** Throne of Grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. | But one of | 
the principal effets which our | 
Examynation ought to progduce, 
. and without which all the reſt | 
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would be paprofifable, 15 to take 


meaſures and precautions 'to cor- 


re& our ſelves, and advance our 


San&tification. For true Repen- 


tance hath. two Conſiderations, 


one upon. things paſt, the other 


upon things to come; therefore 
Feſlus Chriſt who: hath joined 


them-together 1n the Prayer he 
taught his Diſciples, ſays of. the 


one ſide, Forgzve us our fins; and 
of the other, Lead us not into temp>- 


| zation. Upon this laſt ſome pre- 


cepts may be given, which if well 
pertormed will be of great uſe. 


:  Thefirſt is to apply our ſpirits 


as much as it is poſſible to medi- 
tate upon the myſteries of Reli- 
gion. By which means Religion 
will become familiar unto us, and 
by the bleſſing of God, fweeten 
and. temper our heart and ſpirit. 


' Theſe Myſteries are fo amiable 
that they cannot be often looked 
to by an eys lunynated with 
rd SL '_ © Grace. 


ET... 
Grace, without learning to eſteem 
and fove them! Theſe precepts 
are ſo right and ſtrait, that if we 
often ſet them before us, they 


will inſenfibly re&ifie our Souls!. 


'Tis- a {fringe thing to ſee how 
the greateſt part of Men are neg- 
ligent upon this point... There is 
an infinity of perſons, who deſire 


their Salvation, and live likewiſe 


in a Sage and Regular way, and 


have but ſmall things to do, and 


nevertheleſs paſs their days away 
in frivolous imployments, and 
ſtudies of no weight, inſtead of 
employing themſelves to the ſtu- 
dy of Religion, where they would 
find pleaſure and. profit united :. 
if they-but know 1n general the 
principal points of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and rgad a Chapter or two 
in the Bible every day, by form 
and cuſtom without - any reflexi- 
en, theſe ſort of people think they 
have. done. enough. . Never. ta- - 
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king notice of what they loſe, for 


the knowledge of Salvation is a. 


' Sourceand Spring of infinite pre- 
cious things ; which becomes 


more beautiful and more admi-- 


rable, the further one proceeds-in 
the queſt of it. An ancient Phi- 
lofopher going about to make 
ſome definition of the Divinity, 
_ faid it was a Sphere whoſe Cen- 
tre was every where, and Cir- 


cumference no where. . By which. 
in my opinion he would deſcribe 
the immenſity of God. But I had. 
rather ſay, his Circumference is. 
every where, and his Centre no- 
wherez for we may enter into 


the Meditation of the Divine 
Myſteries.in all places, but being 
once entered, we find: no Centre 
where the Eine finiſhes;and where- 


as all other Lines which have 2 
Centre grow. narrower, as: they 


approach nearer to it, on the con- 
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trary, thoſe of the meditation of \ 
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Godjſeemalways to enlarge them- 
ſelves wider. 


To this precept L will add a ſe- 
60nd, which 1s, that in the apply- 


1ng ones ſpirit to things ot. Re- 
ligion, if you would have a no- 


table profit from it, you mult not 
be contented with an hiſtorique 
knowledge; nor propound -to fill 
your head with heaps of curious 

eſtions, to ſpeak upon the in- 
ſtant, and diſpute pertinently, but 
you muſt turn-it to the praQtque 
part; viz. To conſider them in 
the proſpet of thoſe motives 
which, they will furniſh us-with 
towards our Piety and Righteouſ- 
neſs, towards our. Charity, and 


all the other Vertues. As for 
Example, inſtead. of amuſing ones 


ſelf to charge ones memory with 


.all that the Schaol. treats concer- 
ning the Providence of God, how 


he that 1 is immoveable in himſelf 


ral. 
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ral Cauſes, which neither havE 
Ears nor Reaſon, can obey the 

Commands of the firſt Cauſe, 
{ without any ſort of impreſſion, 

or Phyſical  Vertue ; how God 
| could permit fin to enter into the 
| World, which hath made ſuch ha- 
| vock and deſtruction ; how he 
{ could concur in the Criminal att 

ons of any Creature, and not inte» 
reſt his Sanctity,and ſuch like que- 
| ftions: Inſtead, I fay, of buſying 
| ones ſelf with theſe things, it 
[ were. better to contemplate his 
| Providence in the views of Pra- 
| Ctice ; for by theſe you would 
| Tearn that Gods was the Maſter, 
| and moſt Sovereign diſpoler of all 
events, that it is he which raiſes 
| and pulls down every degree as 
| 'hepleaſes ; that he is the Author 
| of lite, and of death, of affliction, 
and proſperity, of light and dark- 
'- nels; that out of the Treaſury of 
1s Grace are e itſued. forth all blet- 
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Kogs, happy deſigns; favourable 


ſucceſles, unſeen aſſiſtances, and | 
deliverances in the time of need. 

And on the contrary; how out of 
the Store-houſes of . his Juſtice 
comes all diſgraces and misfor- 
tunes ; unhappy projects, funeſt- 
ous accidents, ſubverſions of King- 
doms and Families ; which will 
make us have an Idea of God, 
fir and worthy of his Divine Ma- 


jeſty. Thereby we ſhall learn to 


adore that full and ever vigilent 
care of his bounties, which thus 
diſplays it ſelf for the preſervation 
of all its Creatures, to the very 
nouriſhing the Rgrds of the Air, 
and cloaching the Lillies of 
the fields in their luſtre and beau- 
ty, to the very feeding of the 
Swallows; by which we ſhall 
learn that in all needs and neceſ- 
ſities, our prayers muſt be. ad- 


dreſſed to him, and to none be- | 


ſides him, ſince 'tis he alone who 
Cs hath 


._ Fegs] 


hath the whole Government of 


the Univerſe in his hands, and 


imparts it to no perſon. We ſhall 
_ alfo learn to give him thanks for 


all the good we poſleſs as'coming 
from his liberality, and ſo to make 
uſe of them to his glory, and ſer- 


vice, that we abuſe them not to 


gratifie our paſſions; ſince it 
would be the greateſt indignity 
we could throw upon him, to 
1mploy his own favours that he 
beſtows on us, to difhonour him, 
and fight againſt him. We ſhall 
alſo learn to bear our afflitions 
with patience, and reſignation, 
ſince they come from the all-pow- 
erful hand of God, who hath an 
abſolute right over us, and reigns 
over Heaven and Earth, We ſhall 
learn to acquieſce in our ſuffering 
them, becauſe they are diſpenſed 
by an infinite Wiſdom, who doth 
all things well. And we ſhall 
alſo learn' to ſupport them with 

| hope 
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hope, and' conſolation, remem- 


bring that God makes all things 
turn to the good. and advantage 
of his Children. . In fine, we ſhall 


learn not to form any unjuſt de- 


figns, and to place no Confidence 


in Temporal things; ſince God 
may take them from us when he 
pleaſes, and that from thoſe very 
breſts from whence we preten- 
ded to derive our joy and glory, 
he can bring forth our ruine and 


_.---- :...- 


Beſides it will be good ſome- 
times to gather up, as in one b6- 
dy, as many motives as we can 
out of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which eads us to the love of God, 


and to holineſs ; for by them. a 
compoſed Idea will be. framed, 
and a great Image, which will - 


have much more force upon our 


Spirits, and a much greater im- 


Iguans on our Souls, then if we 


but. conſider every motive ſEpa- 


rately. 


— 
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rately, For notwithſtanding our 
regeneration, we muſt acknow- 


ledge that we are very hardly 


wrought to the heighth of Piety. 
As Phyſicians therefore when 
they meet with a body that 1s 
difficult to be purged, by pru- 
dence are ied to uſe a ſtronger re- 
medy, or give a greater quanti- 
ty then at firſt; in hike manner 
we that know our ſelves hard to 
be touched inwardly,and brought 


to performance of ſpiritual duties, - 


are obliged not only to imploy 
the ſtrongeſt motives which our 
- Religion Farniſhes us with to that 
purpoſe, but to join them all toge- 
ther, that the ſtrength of them 
united, may engage and gain us 
to that, which ſingle acts of Pie- 
ty cannot do by themſelves. 

 Onecan ſcarce tell what bene- 
fit in order to this effect, the bare 


- frequent Meditation of the vant- 


ty of all Temporal things is : For 
| as 


1 
| 
| 
| 
il 
| 
Þ; 
| 
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as it 1s they which moſt com- 
monly ſeduce and lead us to fin, 


go tis a very great advantage to 


our -Sanctification , to turn. our 
Spirits often to the Conſideration 
of the little value they have in 
themſelves, their fragility, and 
the weakneſſes which they fall 
into, who fix their hearts upon 
them. It is good to conſider in- 
to how many umpertinences and 
follies they throw Worldly peo- 


ple, how many uſeleſs ſteps, and | 


how many intricate tasks they 
tye upon us, without ever com- 
paſſing the end of their deſigns; 
and it they be attained, how 
ſuddenly, and grievouſly death 
comes, and defeats it all. *'Tis 
this great repreſentation of death, 
and its neceſlity, that a regene- 
rate Man ought often to ſet be- 
fore his eyes; not in a Philoſophi- 


cal manner, barely looking upon 


it as the laſt Line of the durati- 
on 
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en: of Men; For that view of 


death: can produce but two ſorts 
of eftets in us, which is either 
debaucht thoughts, to employ the 
reſt of the time we have to live, 


In pleaſure; Le? ws eat and drink, 


as the Epicureans ſay, for to mor- 


row we ſhall dye : or thoughts of. 


grief and diſpair, as it is an evil 


. without remedy. But we muſt 


S 


look on it in a Chriſtian manner; 


viz, as accompanied and follow- 
f ed by the Judgment of God, who 


will in that moment, decide for 


. or againſt us, an — of Glo- 
ry, or an Eternity of Mi 


ſery and 
Damnation! We muſt frequent- 
ly meditate upon the Eternal mi- 
ſeries in which the Wicked ſhall 
be plung'd, to keep our hearts and 
ſpirits in fear; for that is a bridle 
to our paſſions. We muſt alſo 
raiſe our thoughts often to the 1n+ 
finite bleſſings which God hath 
prepared for us, to the intent and 


end 


& 
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end that what fear hath begun, 
hope may forward, and love may 
perfedt; we ought alſo to-take no- 
tice of what we are molt inclined 
to, that we might precaution our 
ſelves againſt our. infirmities. For 
tis true that if we do not thus 


arm.our ſelves, we ſhall find that 


we are daily expoſed to be ſur- 
prized by our own weakneſles, 
one to the Choler which his own 
temper drives him unto, another 
to an excels of facility and com- 
plaifance; ſome. by the love of 
pleaſures, and others to ſeveral 
things of the/ſame nature: There- 
fore tis moſt; neceſſary to make 
theſe kind of reflexions very-of- 
ten, that we might labour to 
Conquer- our ſelves, which can 
hardly, be done without fome 
courſe of time. _ T 
'The better to attain it, my 0- 


pinion, 1s to remove from ones: - 


ſelf as much as poſſibly we _ 
| the 
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the objefts and occaſions which 
give way to our infirmities to 
{tart forth. We muſt do what 
*tis faid the Parthians do, fly a- 


way as we Combat, and diſtruſt | 


_ our ſelves. Tis 1n this ſence that 


St. Paul bids us work out our Sal- 


' vation with fear and trembling, 
' not doubting whether God loves 
us, or whether his promiſes are 


true, but doubting whether he 


will not ſuffer us to yield under 
Temptation; for as I have ſaid be- 
fore,it often happens that he leaves 
us to our ſelves, when we are too 
proud and confident , that 'we 
might be humbled. 

To this I ſhall add another Pre- 


cept, which I believe to. be of 

| great uſe, which is to be very cu- 

rious in the choice of thoſe per- 
ſons ,with whom we 'defire to 
make a particular-friendſhip, and - 
to: converſe with often. For we . 
muſt not doubt but' that we'ea-"" 


H fily 
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fly receive a .tinture from the 


_. ways, and the inclinations, and 


the manners of thofe we uſually 
converſe with; and therefore it 
import? us greatly to place our 
friendſhips well. 

| Not that I mean,that we ought 
abſqglutelyTetire from the World, 
andfly from the Society of Men. 
For God, contrarywiſe, would 
have us live with them ; and 


therefore the faithful. are called 


by St. Paul, Burning lights in: the 
midſt. of. a. crooked. and. perverſe 
Generation ; that. ſolitary, rigid, 
and wildiſh humour, which in the 
firſt Ages of the Church made 
many retire- into Deſerts, to fly 


from the Crowd, and avoid Com- 
merce with. worldlings, hada fair 
enough: colour at the firſt, and I 
doubt not alſo. there was. a good. 


Intention therein- Notwithſtan- 
- ding God hath not. accompanied 


thence 


it with, his bleſſing;. for from: 
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thence weffee many Superſtitions 
have had birth; which have cor- 
rupted the Chriftian Purity. I 
| believe then that a regenerate 
Man, may and qught to live in 
the World, remembring that he 
is'a Man, that is, that he' is made 
for Society, and not to goout of 
the World ; 'tis the order Provi- 
dence hath placed us under, and 
the Law which by our'birth is 
impoſed” upon us. But as gene- 
ral Society. hinders us not trom 
peculiar tyes which we have to 
certain perſons that we love more 
tenderly, and frequent” moſt; I 
with pious perſons to' be careful 
in making a good choice of their 
moſt valued friends;and familiars, 
becauſe that will certainly. con- 
tribute'very much to the preſer- 


vation, and to the increaſe of;their 
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' Onie may here ask what Judg- 
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directors, ob, Conſciences? .'. To 
which T ,anſwer that: they may 
be profitable provided that they 
be uſed with theſe precautions. 
Firſt, That the uſe of them 
be left. to tlie liberty. of - every 
Man, for the Scripture. not ap- 
pointing it, it were to impoſe 3 
Yoke to- conſtrain any perſon 
thereto. 2. That they, be not 
uled butupon im portant accounts, 
and occaſions that, require. conſul- 
fation'; elſe it :would' occaſion 
ſloth, and one ſhould be by that 
means accuſtomed not to conſult 
our; own ſelyes and. Breſts .in 
what we ought | ro do, but remit 


it wholly to the advice of a dire- 


Cor, which were ill, ſince none 
ought to be more concerned for 
our Salvation then our. ſelves, nor 
can” better. be acquainted with 
our *Conſciences, ©. 3. That we 
eſteem not. our ſelves ſervilely 
Tels to. all that, a. HireSpr pleats 
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tocounſel of preſcribe, but to re- 

—_ a choice of your own, and 
 adiftinQion, which may preſerve 
the right whick'every one hath 
of judging' themſelves, from the 
ditates of a direQor: Otherwiſe 
you would make'your Conſcience 
the ſlave of other men, and attri- 
bute -an' Authority unto them, 
| Which' belongs" only to,God and 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 4. To make 
a good choice when you will 
have recourſe to a direCtor, that 
you might not fall into ill hands, 
for there is but few. perſons en- 
dued with quality ' fit for that 
employment, and very few that 
abuſe not ſuch offices to the gai-, 
ning a kind of Dominion over 
Souls, and power in Families. ' In 
2 word, this praCtice is ſubject to 
inconveniences ; Therefore muſt 
be uſed with great wiſdom and 
diſcretion. ' Neyerthelefs I con- 
feſs that there are ſome occaſions 
H 3 where- 


159] 
wherein one hi draw much aid, 
light, and conſolation, from.the 
direQtion of a holy Many. whois 
Wile, an enlightoed,, when one 
has recourſe to ſuch, A QNE..: .-: * 

Tn fine, one of the, beſt precepts 
one can give.upor this Lee 38 
to pray unto God, arggng: y -- 
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when. Speak of! Prayer, I mean 
not. only that which .is -uſual.in 
Publick Afﬀemblies and Families, 
*where I {yuppoſe thar every one 
does their duty ;.,.but.,mean.they 
ſho Id attend. their private.-and 
part icular prayers ; in, their Clo- 
ſets, in their ShramFers, and in 
their Beds, Where every: one 1s 
more = lhe 1 mean. hoſe 

: re- 


[151] 
frequent Elevations of our hearts - 
unto God, which may be done : 
in our very buſineſs and Employ- 
ments, and although they be thort 
and momentary, yet need not be - 
leſs Ardent , or leſs Efficacious. 
But 1n extraordinary Occaſions, 
as Afﬀflictions, or days of Prepara- 
tion for the Holy Supper, you -: 
may add, if you can, private Fa- 
ſting unto your- Prayer, to be the 
better diſpoted in your Devotion. 
God grant that this ſmall Treatiſe 
which T have Conſecrated to the 
ule of his Church, may allo ſerve 
tothe-good and Edification of all - 
faithful Souls, chat they might 
gather that fruit from it which I - 
have propoſed to my ſelf, to the 
advancement of the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 
Amen, 
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A Prayer of Prepara- 
tion for the Com- 
MUNION. | 


Þ AT Y God, my Saviour, and 
my Father, IT proſtrate 
my ſelf at the Foot of thy Throne, 
to adore thy Majeſty, and to acs 
knowledge thy righteouſneſs, T 
| am in thy preſence but Duſt and 
| - _ Aſhes, a Worm of the Earth, 
oj and moſt unworthy of thy turn- 
ing of thy Eyes towards me, or 
imploying the cares of thy Provi- 
dence towards my g00d, For what 
is mortal Man that thou ſhouldſt 


Fez 
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regard bibs, or the- Son of - Man 
that \* thaw "Phaaft viſit t him? 
Bit © moreover. I-am' Criminal. 
Duſt and Aſhes, a ſinful Crea- 
ture afro deſerves thy ſevereſt 
Jud: ments.; -dnd\the more-T con». 


feder "my ſelf, the more T find my. 
ſelf guilty of ' violating all. thy 
"Commandments, ungrateful for 
the-many-favours which" T have 
received from thy goodneſs, and 
unfaithfrl- to all the ingagements 
of» my oration. Alas ! Lord, 
if thou ſhouldſt take notice - of 
"my miquities, how + conld-t ſub- 
fiſt- in thy ſight * Thave {top't 
my Ears a thouſand times againſt 
 *the exhortations 'of.. thy Word, 
, "and have been deaf to thy threat» 
_ and ſcarce ſenſible of. thy 
H. & : Cop D; 
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Conrittigns, © uſted: With the 
Vain ang, perefſping things. of this 
Warld, 1 hayei ſuffered my - ſelf 
often to. be {urprized in their 
ſnares, neglefting. the things of 
my. Salvation, and thy Kingdom. 
How often have I preferxed'my 
paſſions, and intereſts againſt 
the rules. of my duty, and thy 
righteouſneſs? Flow many times 
baye I wandered from thy ways, 
and thrown my ſelf into the ways 
of the World, where I ſhould 
have been loſt, if than hadſt not 
feretcl/t forth thy hand to bave 
reſcued me ?\ very moment of 
my life might reproach me for 
my weakneſſes and my imperfe- 
Eons, my Conſcience accuſes 
me, and my fins are on every 


le 
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fide, cloathing. me with Confuſi- - 


on, for thy Eyes are too pure to 
ſuffer ſin, or to take delight in 


unrighteouſneſs. &T condemn my . 


| felf therefore in thy preſence, 
and confeſs that if thou - wouldſt 


. deal with me in thy rigour, th.u :: 


wouldſt find in me too much rea- 


ſon to deliver me up to thy juſt 


 engeance, and cauſe enough to 


withdraw from me all the pres - 
cious ſigns of the Covenant, and þ. 
of Adoption which thou ba# 21> 
ven me,. and ſo abſolutely reje& . 
me from thy Communion.. Bue - 
thou-art -a gracious and compaſs. 


fionate God, and moved with the - 


Boivels of a Father towards his- - 


Children. - Thoſe that thou doſt A. 


ence love, thou laveſt to the end; 
thy, 3 


[156] 
thy gifts, a Vacation are with- 
_ ont Repentance, and thou haſt 
promiſed that though our ſins be 
red as Blood, thou wouldeſt make 

them as white as Snow.. Have 
mercy on me then, for 1 | yaa 
thy great mercies.; my God, par- 
don me my faults, and according 
to the greatneſs of. thy Compaſ- 
ſons blot aut all my. tranſgreſ- 
frons. T know. thou requireſt 
the Converſuon of ſinners that 
they might live, but I know al- 
fo that though-my Repentance be 
not ſuch as it ought to. be, yet 
' thou doſt not quench. ſmoaking 
Flax, nor break a bruifed Reed. 
Thy:dear Son -died for me, and 
roſe again for my Juſtification, 
and is. aſcended into Heaven, 
and. 


[157] 
and. there makes interceſſion for 
.me , liſten to the voice. of his 
Blood, pleading for me, and in 
redpeft of bis ſufferings, and 
merits, reſtore me- thy joy and 
Salvation ; I. acknowledge no 0- 
ther Savin nor Mediator but 
him, nor place any confidence 
but in his Sacrifice, for be us the 
way, and the truth, and the life, 
and. none can come unto thee. but 
by him.. Impute his dying obe- 
.dience unto. me, and cloath me 
with his perfe&. righteouſneſs, 
that T may appear unreprovable 
in. thy ſight. And fance thou 
now calleſt me to thy Divine 
Table ; grant me grace, O Lord, 
to receive worthily theſe Sacred 
N_ of my. Salvatzon. 


Ton 
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[x58] 
Looſen my thoughts from Earth- 
ly things, and raiſe me to the 
Meditation of the great and Ct- 
leftial objefts which are repre- 
ſented to me in thy Sacrament. 


Trcreaſe in me the faith of theſe 


MySteries, that with a heart 
truly purified I may receive the 
Body and Blood of thy Son, as 
the vittim which was once of- 
fered unto thee upon the Croſs ; 
and now repreſented unto me in 
this heavenly ation. Let me 
receive them with a lively faith, 
and with a ſincere acceptation, 
as thou art pleaſed to give them 
m ſincere Love. Let me ac- 
company this faith with a pro- 


found bumility, and holy grati- 


"ye, that without any merits of 
our 


[159] 

our own ; nay when we were 
plunged into fin, and condenma- 
ton, thoy didſt draw out of thy 
Treaſury this Eternal Manna, 
this Bread of Life : to Com- 
municate thereby unto us, a hope 
of a moſt happy and heavenly 
Immortality, which thou haſt pre- 
pared for us above in thy Cele- 
thal FManſions. Theſe things 
my God, IT beg of thee in the 
' Name of thy Son, to whom, with 
thee, and the FJoly Spirit, one 
God bleſſed for ever, be given 
all Honour, and Power, and 


Glory, from Age to Age, Amen. 
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'r God, my Saviour, 
and my Father, 1 yield 


thee » profoundeſt thanks of | 


my beart, that than: haſt with- 


ont all confider ations of the mas 


ny faults which F have commit- 
ted ag ain$t thee, which made me 
#nWworthy of thy bounties, reſto- 
red me to thy favour, in giving 


.methe aſſurances of thy, love mm 


the Communion. of thy Son Jeſus 


Chriſt. What ſhall T render un- 
' to thee, for all thy benefits to- 
#ards me. * Suffer me: not, O 


God,. 


[161] 

God, tofall into ingratitude, af- 
ter ſo many Teſtimonies of thy 
favour and' good will which I 
have received from thee. Bleſs 
the Lord, .0 my Soul, and let 
all which is within me bleſs his 
Floly Name, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and forget not all 
his benefits 3 who pardons all 
thy iniquities, and heals thy in» 
firmities. But what gratitude 
can I make thee, my God, but to 
Conſecrate my ſelf intirely to thy 
Service and Glory ? Let all the 
ations of my life be as a loud 
woice,crying 1 am Crucified with | 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, and the life which 

' I live now, is not mine, but Je- 
— ſus Chriſt liveth m me ; and 1 
live in the faith of the Son of 
God, 


_ [162] 
God, who loveth me, and hath 
given himſelf for me. This is 


my deſire, and this is my intenti- 


on, but 1 can promiſe my ſelf 


nothing of this ; "but do thou 
make an end, Lord, of that 
which thou haſt begun by thy 
Grace ; and ſuffer not thy own 
work- to be imperfet. Let me 
end my days in thy fear ; let 
neither Death, nor Life, Angel, 


Principality nor Power, things 


preſent, norithings to come, nor 


* beighth, nar depth, ever be able 


to ſeparate me from thy love. 
Make me bear with Conf 

dence, and with Courage all af- 

fliftions, which accompany the 


Profeſſion of thy Truth ; and let 


me never fall under any Temptas 


t10n. 


[163] 
tion, Let not the World ſeduce my 
 beart at any time, either by its 
promiſes, or its threatnings, or 
lufions of what kind ſoever ;, 
but with ſteadineſs, Let me e- 
ver walk in thy ways; going 0n 
towards the mark which thou haſt 
propoſed unto me, and.is the price 
of my Calling. And the God of 
Peace that brought again from 
, the dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep 
through the Blood of the Ever- 
laſting Covenant, make me per- 
\ feft in every good Work, to do 
| bis Will, working in me that 
which is well pleaſing in bis |, 
fight, through Jeſus Fg , 
Amen. IE. 
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FRA HiſtoF, Xx cbiopids. Je - 
being a Full and -Aceutate 
Deſeriprion of the Kingdom of 
Abeſſmia, Vulgarly, though Er- 
 raneou{]ly: called. the Empire of 
Pteſter John. ia Four Books. 
Wherein are contained, jy 

I. An Account of the Natufe, 
Quality: and Condition of the | 
Country, and Inhabitants"; their 
-Mouftains, Metals and Minerals; 
their Rivers, ( particularly of the 
ſource of the Nile and Nzger;) 
their Birds, Beaſts, pa 
Animals, { as the River-Horſe and 
| Crocodile ; ) Serpents, Gcc. | 
' I]. Their Political Govern- 
ment; the Genealogy and Succef- 
ſion of their Kings ; a deſcription 
of their Court, and Camp ; their 
Power and Muitary Diſcipline ; 
their Courts of Juſtice, &c. 

IL. Their Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs; 
their Converſion to. the Chriſti- 


an 


an Religion, and the Propagation 
 theref, their” Sacretl Writings, 
their Sacraments; Rites, Ceremo- 
mes, and Church-Diſcipline ; ; the 
decreaſe of the' Rom?ſh Religion, 
theiv! Contentions with the: Je- 
ſts, their” Separation fromthe 
Greek Churth, &c. 
TV. Thetr private Oeconomy, 
their'Books and Learning; their 
common Names, their Dyet, Mar- 
riages, and Polygamies, their Me- 
chanick Arts, and Trades, their 
Burials, their Merchandize and 
Commetece, &'c 

Hlufſtrated with' Copper Plates; 
By the Learned Fob Lndolphus, 
Author of the: Ethiopic Lexicon. 
Made Emneliſh, by F. P. Gent. 
London, Printed for Samuel Smith 
Bookſeller, at 'the- Prince's Arms 
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